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of the text, in Appendix I and in Appendix II, refer to the 
translations in Appendix III (pp. 211-215). Ed. 


N 12 August 1376 Andronicus IV, the eldest son of the Byzantine em- 
peror John V Palaeologus, entered the city of Constantinople with the 
aid of the Ottoman Murat I and the Genoese in Pera, and besieged his 
father and his two brothers, Manuel II and Theodore, in their palace.t The 
horoscope of this event, from which we learn that Andronicus’ entry into the 
city occurred three and one-half hours after sunrise, is preserved on folio 25v 
of a manuscript now in the Biblioteca Laurenziana in Florence (Laurentianus 28, 
16).2 In the center of the diagram is written: unvi Atyovote 1p’ dpa y’ 4% Tihs 
TWEpAS aTTO AvaTOAT|s “HAiou, Tou soTrd ETouS, Elaodos eis Thy Kawvotavtivou TdoAlv Tou 
Baolkéws Kup “Avdpovikou tou TTaAaioAoyou Kai KaT&oxeois Tis BaoiAsias.® 
The positions of the planets in this horoscopic diagram fully confirm the date 
given in the text: 


Computation for 

Text 12 August 13768 
Saturn Pisces 8 ;26° Pisces 9° 
Jupiter Libra 1;31 Libra 1 
Mars Virgo 21522 Virgo 22 
Sun Leo 27 ;22 Leo 27 
Venus Leo 0;22 Leo 0 
Mercury Virgo 10;5 Virgo 12 
Moon Cancer 17;5 Cancer 17 
Lunar Node Aquarius 2 Aquarius 3 
Ascendent Libra 8 ca. 9 A.M. 
Lot of Kingship* Taurus 29 


Below the diagram is written the following: 

‘O yev KATPOS Ev KAKG TOTTI éoTI TH 7’ 6 SE ToryooviKds SeotrdéTns avTOU, TouTéOTIV 1 
“Appoditn, €v KOAG ToTr éoTi TH YecoUpavyWATI’ Kal onvaiver Tov BaciAéa & AUTrNs Kal 
SetAias Tivos eis EauTOV EtraveAcuceoOai Kai avdpeloTepov EoeoGan. étrel SE Kal &uqe of Toryw- 


1G. T. Dennis, “The Reign of Manuel II Palaeologus in Thessalonica, 1382-1387,’ Orientalia Chris- 
tiana Analecta, 159 (1960), 29. My account of Byzantine affairs from 1371 to 1386 generally follows that 
of Dennis. For the history of Mitylene while the astrological school was there and the connections of its 
rulers with the party of Andronicus IV and John VII, see idem, ‘‘The Short Chronicle of Lesbos. 1355- 
1428,” AeoBioxd, 5 (1965), 1-24. I owe this reference to the kindness of Prof. John Barker, whose 
Manuel II Palaeologus (New Brunswick, N. J., 1969) should also be consulted. 

* The manuscript is described in CCAG, 1;38-39. This horoscope and that on folios 24v-25 were 
copied by Ismael Bullialdus in Parisinus suppl. gr. 20, fols. 118-118; see CCAG, 8,4;75-76. (Note that 
CCAG refers to the Catalogus Codicum A strologorum Graecorum [Brussels, 1898-1953]; the number{s] 
before the semicolon refer to volumes and their parts, those after it to pages.) 

3 Ihave used B. Tuckerman, ‘‘Planetary, Lunar, and Solar Positions. a.p. 2 to a.p. 1649,’ Memoirs 
of the American Philosophical Society, 59 (1964), and, for the lunar node, P. V. Neugebauer, Tafeln fur 
Sonne, Planeten und Mond (Leipzig, 1914). 

* The Lot of Kingship is computed by laying off from the midheaven the longitudinal difference 
between the Sun and Moon; see, e.g., Heliodori, ut dicitur, in Paulum Alexandrinum commentarium, 
ed. E. Boer (Leipzig, 1962), 59. As midheaven is Cancer 9° and the longitudinal difference between the 
Sun and Moon is almost 320°, the Lot of Kingship is correctly placed at Taurus 29°. 
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vikol SeoTrétai ToU KAtpou, Tyouv 1) “Agpoditn kai 1) ZeAT\vn, ev c&yad Tore TO) EcOU- 
paviyyati cio Kal ét1 7) “Appoditn av pao troiitai, eunuepiav Kai viknv Eoeo8ar onuaivel 
T& PaciAei, ANY étreid1) 6 Zevs Ev TH KaKoOSaipovnpati éot1, AUTINV TIv& YETPIAV TO BaotAci 
Kal d&vaponiav THv Bacilikdv trpayuatov goco8ai onpaiver. eel SE TO WECOUpaYTNUA éVv 
dpiois &ya8otroiou éoti Tou Aids, &yadov onuaiver.” 

The generally optimistic twist which is given to the interpretation of this horo- 
scope indicates that its caster was a partisan of Andronicus IV. 

The astrologer, perhaps, showed more courage than did Andronicus, whose 
ignominious defeat on 25 May 1373 is obliquely referred to, for the patriarchal 
court during the preceding forty years had been waging violent war on magi- 
cians and other practitioners of the black arts, including astrologers. George 
Tzerentzes was convicted in November 1338;5 the Patriarch John XIV Calecas 
warned the clergy® and the government? of the dangers of the practice of magic 
in Constantinople in late 1338 or early 1339; the Patriarch Callistus I in 1350- 
51 rejoiced in the fact that one Amarantina had abandoned the practice of 
magic to become a nun;® and a certain Cappadoces from Thessalonica was con- 
demned for practicing magic in 1354.° 

More immediate were two famous cases tried in 1371 under the Patriarch 
Philotheus Coccinus. The first, involving accusations against a number of men, 
including Demetrius Chlorus, who shortly before had been protonotary of “our 
holiest great church of God,’ was considered on 12 May.’ Demetrius was 
accused of having transcribed a manuscript full of curses and appeals to demons 
which had been painstakingly assembled by him from other magical books, 
especially from the Coevanides. Demetrius replied that this demonology was 
really just a part of medical science, an allegation that professional doctors 
were quick to deny. An older accusation against him was then injected into the 
trial, the charge that he was an adherent of the heretical views of Barlaam 
and Acindynus, though he had abjured their errors two years previously, on 
15 June 1369.1! Demetrius eventually threw himself on the mercy of the court, 
and was sentenced to solitary confinement in the Peribleptos monastery. I have 
dwelt at length on Demetrius Chlorus, as one of the half dozen manuscripts 
to contain his sole surviving treatise, Tepi to ti Tro1dv tis eUpioKxer TOV dpooKdTroV 
Ato1 tiv &vaTéAAoucav poipav crrtaiotws, is our Laurentianus 28, 16.1? 

The second case of 1371 involving magic was also heard in May. At this trial 
John Exacustus, Stylianus Cleidas, and the priest Stamatinus declared that 
they were not associated with a man referred to only as Abramius either in the 


5 F, Miklosich and J. Miiller, Acta et Diplomata Graeca Medii Aevi, 6 vols. (Vienna, 1860-90), 1, 
nos. LX XIX and LXXX, 180-82. 

6 Tbid., no LXXXV, 184-87. 

7 Ibid., no. LXXXVI, 188-90. 

8 Ibid., no. CXX XIV, 301-6, and no. CKX XVII, 317-18. 

9 Tbid., no. CLIII, 342-44. 

10 Tbid., no. CCXCII, 541-50; see F. Cumont, Bull. de la société des Antiquaives de France (1919), 
175. One of Demetrius’ fellow defendants, Theodosius Phudulis, promised in May 1383 never to practice 
magic again; see Miklosich and Miller, 2, no. CCCLX XVII, 84-85. 

11 Miklosich and Miiller, 1, no. CCXLVI, 503-5. 

12 Folios 23v-24. This and the other astronomical texts in the manuscripts produced by the school 
of John Abramius I hope to publish elsewhere. 
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letter full of evil intent which he wrote to the emperor, John V, or in his magic 
and curses.#* I will attempt to demonstrate below that the astrologer who cast 
the horoscope of Andronicus’ entry into Constantinople in 1376 was none other 
than John Abramius, the scribe of most of Laurentianus 28,16; it is tempting 
to identify him also with the Abramius who was practicing magic against John V 
in 1371.14 

But his identity has not yet been established. The horoscope is written in the 
carefully formed script of a professional scribe. The same hand has copied on 
folios 24v-25 of Laurentianus 28,16 the horoscope of the proclamation of 
Manuel II as emperor of Byzantium on 25 September 1373. This horoscope 
is found also on folios 1-1” of Laurentianus 28,13,16 a manuscript copied by 
John Abramius, as was most of Laurentianus 28,16. The center of the horoscop- 
ic diagram in Laurentianus 28,16 bears the inscription: Oeyatiov yeyovds éri TH 
cyopevoe: KUp MavounA tou viot Baollgws ‘lwdvvou tot MoAcioAdyou étous saTB unui 
ZeTtTEBpion Ke’ Et’ AUTHs Tis UeonLBpias®; that in Laurentianus 28,13 bears the in- 
scription: pnvi ZerrtepBpicp Ke’ Tol sam etous én’ adtis Tis YeonUuBpios, carefully 
avoiding any reference to the dangerous fact that it is a political horoscope. 

The positions of the planets in the diagram again confirm the given date, 
except that the Moon should be at Capricorn 18;44°. 


Computation for 
Text 25 September 1373 

Saturn Capricorn 27 ;30° Capricorn 28° 
Jupiter Cancer 26;22 Cancer 26 
Mars Aries 12:28 Aries 14 
sun Libra 10;21 Libra 11 
Venus Libra 12:10 Libra 13 
Mercury Libra 18 ;37 Libra 18 
Moon Capricorn 8;44 Capricorn 22 
Lunar node Pisces 28!” Pisces 27 
Ascendent Sagittarius 17 ca. noon 


Lot of Fortune! Pisces 15:43 
Lot of Kingship!® Capricorn 9 


*8 Miklosich and Miiller, 1, no. CCCV, 560. The Patriarchal Court seems in this case (and perhaps in 
that of Demetrius Chlorus) to be attacking supporters of Andronicus IV. Stylianus Cledas was con- 
demned for practicing magic on 22 April 1372; see ibid., no. CCCXXXI, 594-95. 

* The only other members of the Abramius family in the fourteenth century that I now know of are 
a Manuel Abramius who was a witness in the trial leading to the excommunication of the Metropolitan 
of Philippi in 1337 (ibid., no. LK XV, 168-71) and a George Abramius who was one of many clerics who 
signed a document of good faith in December 1357 (ibid., no. CLXVII, 368-75). 

° The planetary positions are given by I. Bullialdus (see supra, note 2) in his commentary to Ducas’ 
Historia Byzantina, reprinted in the edition by I. Bekker (Bonn, 1834), 555. 

16 Described in CCAG, 1;6-20. 

1”? Aquarius 28° in Laurentianus 28,13. 

*® The Lot of Fortune, during the day, is computed by laying off the longitudinal difference between 
the Sun and Moon (here 88; 23°) from the ascendent: one should, then, have Pisces 15; 23° rather than 
Pisces 15;43°. 

1° As midheaven is Libra 10°, the Lot of Kingship should be Capricorn 8; 23°, for which our astrolo- 
ger has erroneously substituted 8;43°, rounded off to 9°. 
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Below the horoscopic diagram the astrologer has inserted a long list of all the 
bad aspects that he can find: 

"EK yey Tv Trepl Trc&ONS KATAPY TS ETIONUACIEY TAUTA PAVAG oNLETA KEKPIVTAL. 

‘O tou apookoTtiKou Cwdiou tou To§détou Kupios 6 Zeus eis TOV 1’ ToTrov eUpeOry. 6 Zeus 
KUPLOS GV TOU MpOoKOTTOU SiayEeTpel TOV Kpovov ev KaKd ToTT~ TH PB’ Svta. eiol 5é Kal é&- 
vavtior GAATAoIs 6 TE KUpIOS TOU d@pOOKOTrOU 6 Zets Kai 6 KUpIOs TOU B’ 6 Kpdvos: SiayeT- 
pouol yap G&AANAous. 6 olkodeotroTns Tou KANpou Tis TUN, Tryouv 6 Zeus, Ev TH TN’ TOTT~ 
éoti SiayetpouvT: Tov B’, Kal dupoTépav KaKdv dvtav THv Totrwv. 6 “Apns év TH UITTO yiiv 
@v KAakov EceoGal TO TEAOS ONaivEel. 6 KUPIOS TOU KAiVaTos év @ 1) KATAPYT, TOUTEOTIV O 
Kodvos, Sicuetpds got TH Kupio TOU MpooKdTroN, fyouv”? Ta Art. 

"Ex S& TéSv trepi BaoiAikijs &vapprcEews Errionuaciéyv Kai TavTA PavAa eVpnvTa onueia.2t 

‘O *Apns KaKotro1os ®v Siauetpel Tov “HAtov, Kai eiol Trap’ aipeoiv. 1) ZeATPVN OUVEOTI TH 
Kpdve KaKoTroi® 6vti Kai trap’ aipeoiv. TO Yecoupavouv Cadiov TpoTiKov Ov SnAoi TO 
TAPGLOVOY Tis KATAPY Ts GoTATOV Kal &BEBalov Kai eULETATPETTTOV. TO SE AvATEAAOV SidwyoV 
dv SnAoi ypoviav pev, oU Trapcuovov Sé. tT) ZeAtvn EoyeTar eri TOV Kpdovov, 6 5 Kpovos ov 
otnpiler: Kai SnAoi Thy &pxnv dotatov. 6 “Apns KaKoTro1os cv SiapeTpel pev TO WETOUPG- 
vnUa, TeTpayoviler 5 TOV dpooKdTrov’ Kal SnAoUo! TaxEiav THY UeTAaBoAny 6 “Apns S10- 
yeTpET Thy “Appoditny Kupiov évta ToU YEcoUpavTATos, TTIs Adyou Exel Kai oiKeloTHTa E/s 
THv KATADYHV Tis dvayopevcews. TO SUvOv TAdyiov Casiov dv KakoUTa UTTO22 PBopoTro1oU 
tou "Apgsws TeTparyooviKds Trpds AUTO oyNUaTILoLEvoUs 6 BE KUPIOS AUTOU 6 “Epytis KaATV 
Séoiv?4 éye1, Kal SNAoi arAouv Kal dKépaiov Tov dvBpa. 7 LeAryyn ouveoti TH Kpovep KaKoTroie 
dv71,25 Kal SnAot tayeiav thv Siadox7v. 6 “HAlos éttixevtpds got Kal UO KAKOTTOLOU TOU 
*Apews BAdTrTeTA SiapetpowEvos’ oTNMaiver oUv dAryoxpovidTHTA. TO 5é xpeiov eis OAlyo- 
Xpovdtynta Sti Kai of oikoSeoTréTa TA gato, fyyouv h “Appoditn Kal 6 Kpovos, PAatrTov- 
tai Uird KaKoTroiév, f) nev "AgpoSitn tird tou “Apews, 6 5& Kpdvos Ug’ EauToU Kai éT1 UTrO 
tou “Apews. 6 KUPIOS TOU dpooKOTTOU, tyyouv’s 6 Zevs, oxnuaTiletoar SiapeTpiKdds TG KUpico 
tou B’ Tétrou, fyouv TH Kpdve kai SnAoi Sti Exoucins 6 &pyav E€dSous Troitjoer TOAAGS. 
6 1a’ TdéTros KaKOUTOI UTrd TOU Kpdvou tprywviKds oxnuaTtilopévou Trpds auTOV" Kal SnAoi 
BAGBny Tdv olkeloov. 4 SE TOU B’ Tdtrou KaKwo1s SNAo! BAGHny Tris Troiuvns avToU.9 
This dismal catalogue of portents of ill luck for Manuel could have been com- 
piled only by an astrologer desirous of pleasing his bitter fraternal foe, Androni- 
cus. 

The same professional scribe who copied the horoscopes in Laurentianus 
28,16 also penned the whole of Laurentianus 28,14,?” a manuscript sharing many 
of its contents with the Laurentiani 28,13 and 28,16. Several horoscopes are 
found in this manuscript too, evidently the work of the same astrologer who 
cast those which have been discussed above. On folios 290-290” is the horoscope 
of a wealthy man, a friend of the Emperor, who was born in Byzantium on 
17 January 1352; and on folios 292-293 one of a noble Venetian ambassador 

20 Ayouv om. Laur. 28,13. 

21 gnpeia om. Laur. 28,13. 

22 Urs om. Laur. 28,13. 

3 oynuatilopévou mpds avTé Laur. 28,16. 

4 §go1v om. Laur. 28,13. 

25 kakotroi TH Kpdve Laur. 28,13. 


26 Ayouv om. Laur. 28,13. 
27 Described in CCAG, 1;20-37. 


ASTROLOGICAL SCHOOL OF JOHN ABRAMIUS 195 


born on 4 February 1345.78 More interesting is another political horoscope on 
folios 291-292, cast beforehand for a lunar eclipse which had been predicted 
for three hours after sunset on 22 August 1374.78 Above the horoscopic diagram 
is written: Oeuctiov éxAcivews yeyovuias oeAnviaxiis év Ete: SwoTB Atryyouote KB’ dpa y’ 
TTS VUKTOS.° 

The planetary positions given in the diagram again confirm the date (the 
directions of the planets’ latitudes are also indicated) : 


Computation for 

Text 22 August 1374 
Saturn Aquarius 11° S. Aquarius 12° S. 
Jupiter Leo 15N. Leo 15N. 
Mars Virgo 16 N. Virgo 16 N. 
Sun Virgo 7;8 Virgo 7 
Venus Cancer 23 N. Cancer 24 S. 
Mercury Leo 27 S. Virgo 1N. 
Moon Pisces 7 ;8 Pisces 8 
Lunar node Pisces 9 Pisces 10 
Ascendent Gemini 14 ca. midnight 


Below this the astrologer gives his interpretations: 

¢Q)> pooxotrove1 AiSupor, olkos Kai vuKtepivdv tplywvov “Epyou, fuepivov 8& Kpdvou, 
Koivov 5& Kat’ Gupw Aids, Spiov *"Agpobitns, tedowtrov “Apews, Gwoya "AvabiBdlovtos, 
Tatreiveona KatoBiBdlovtos. tétros ékAelpews “IyOves LC’, ofkos Aids, Spiov "Agpoditns, 
TpSowTTOV Kpdovou Kai vuKTepivov Tpiyavov, tyepivdv B& “Apecos, LeArvns Koivdv, Uwoopa 
"Appoditns,®? tarreivaya “Eppot. uecoupavotv Kévtpov ‘YSpoydos 1L', olkos Kpdvou, Spiov 
Aids, Tpdcwtrov “Epyou, tpiywvov vuxtepivov ‘Epyou, fuepivov 5¢ Kpdvou, Koivdv &é Aids.t 

‘Omrnvika i ExAenpis “HAfou 4 LeArvns ev Tois ‘lyOvo1 yévntoi, gotor TOAUS UeTds, émrili- 
los Aipds Te Kal doPeveiat etrikivSuvoi Kal KaKwoUvn Tdv évbdEov Kail UsyloTaveov. Kai 6 
“Apns tetparywvileov 7 Siap|etpadv ws évtatOa 1d Ladiov tijs exAelweas SnAol m1déAeuov Kal 
aipatexxuoiav, TOAATY Te BAGBY THv xdpteov Kal peydAou &pyovtTos THy ‘Papatov Odva- 
TOV. Etrel Se Kail eis TOV 1’ TOTTOV TOU OéyaTos 1} EKAEIIS yeyovev, SNAOI KaKkwovvny Kai pdBov 
els Tas Kapdias Tv PaciAevdvTov év Tails oUvoiKeloupevais yopais TH Lodi THs exAeiwerds 
(eiol S& ator Dalavia, Nacapovitis, Fapayavtnv), Ausia, Kidixia, TayguAia): ét1 SnAoi 
vikny Tév KAT’ AUTEV ExOpdv, kai udAtoTa S71 6 KaKoTrOIds “Apns & Siayétpou peta (Eppou)32 
PAetrer éxel. etre SE peta THv drrdppoiay Tis eKkAipecos 1) LeAryvn Todos TO “Apet ouvagéy)- 
OETAL KATA OXTHA Sicpetpov, SnAoi dt: opayai ~sovtar Kal Pdvator peydAwv TpocdTrV 
Kal UTrepnpavia KAeTTTGv Kal 6S00TaTév. 

Ef ovv gotai TO ypHpa tis ExAcivews TauTns AeuKdv, as 6 Maotpdyyedos A€yel, Aipov 
Kai Sdvatov Ttois Te KTHVEOI Kal EuTTOpols onaiver ef SE gouOpdyv, cds of Tlepooi Aéyouoty, 


*8 These two horoscopes will be found in Appendix I. 

9 This is lunar eclipse 3996 in T. R. von Oppolzer, Canon der Finsternisse, Denkschriften der Kaiser- 
lichen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Math.-Naturwiss. Cl. 52 (Vienna, 1887), 364, which reached its 
maximum at 9:35 p.m. in Byzantium. 

° &ppo8itn Kow?, Gyoua oeanvns MS. 

51 Lacuna of 5 letters in MS. 
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étreid1) Kal 1) ExAemis eis TOV “AvaBiBalovtTa& éotiv, SnAoi SyxAnoiv Kai dobeverav TH&v Baoi- 
Aeuovtov év Tais pnbeioais yopais. etrel SE Kai G KUPIOS TOU 1° OikoU O ZEUS OUVaTTTETAI TH 
Kupia TOU 1’ TOTTOU TH Kpdve Kata oxfiNa SidueTpov, SnAoi STi Gaveitoar AvOpwrtros eis TO 
Kpa&Tos Tou Baocltéws éxBpds aUTOU yépwv Kai yayorTUTITs. Etrel 5E Kal 6 Kpovos Kupievel 
TiS Holpas Tis ExAeivews, SnAoi cdoPeveias TOAAGS Kai ypovious. étrel 5€ O “Epytis Suvato- 
tepds gol KUpIOS Tis exAEiyeos, TOTE dtroTEAcBroeTAI SO SnAoi TO GUPTTTMPA STAY AUTOS 
pbdon cis TO Cepdiov Tis exAcivews, Tyyouv trepi TOv Maptiov ufjvar pavicetar 5é Kai pEepiKoV 
Tl dard TOUTWY OUUTTTMUA Trepi Tas &pyas TOU ZerteBpiou S1dT1 TOTE TF ZeANvN HOcoel eis 
Tov dpooKkéTrov Tijs ékAelpews, SnAaS} Tous AiSuyous. ~oTaI Se Kai 6 KapTros TOU ciToU 
Tpdipos Sidti tf exAenpis ev “lyOvor yeyévntar. S107 SE Kal CepSiov USarasés Eotiv of ‘ly Oves, 
év ols 4 &kAciwis yivetou, Kal 6 Trotayds "Hpidaves TH OpookoTra cuvavareAAel Kai TO Kij\Tos 
gota év Tois “ly@vo1, BAGBN Kai év T&o1 Tois TroiovE! TAs SiaTpIBas Ev USao1v. étrel SE Kal 6 
"AvoBiBdley ovv Ti LeAnvy troiovvtar tiv eKrenpiy év “lyOvon, Aciyiv?? WSareov Troifoouolv 
gy tais TowTtois Urroxeipévais yaopais wate ToUs év “Acia &vOpwrtrous sis GAAOS Kapas HETOI- 
Kijoo Sik Thy Tév ErritnSeioov Aciwiv’ Aeiwis yap ixOveov év Te TH Parkdoon Kal Ev Tois TroTa- 
Mois yevnoeTta.& 

This long interpretation manifests hostility toward both the emperor of the 
Romans (John V), whose death is predicted, and toward the inhabitants of 
Anatolia (the list of countries subject to Pisces is taken from Ptolemy, ’Ato- 
tekcouatixe 2,4,4), the Turks, whose rulers, it is said, will be terrified and whose 
numbers (apparently those inhabiting coastal regions) will be diminished by 
famine. Again the astrologer expresses what must have been the desires of 
Andronicus IV in the summer of 1374 after he had been imprisoned by his 
father and partially blinded at the insistence of the Ottoman Sultan, Murat I, 
a year before. 

It is clear, therefore, that this astrologer favored the cause of Andronicus 1V 
at least from 1373 to 1376; and, if he is indeed identical with the Abramius 
who practiced magic against John V in 1371 (in which connection it must be 
remembered that the hostility between John V and his son Andronicus IV goes 
back at least till 1370, when the latter refused to remit to his father in Venice 
the funds required for his return to Constantinople), then his adherence to 
Andronicus’ cause must be traced back at least to the beginning of the discord 
in the imperial family. But he was busy with other tasks besides his practice 
of magic and astrology for the claimant to the throne. 

In the 1360’s the chief Byzantine champion of the Ptolemaic tradition in 
astronomy was the monk Isaac Argyrus.** Among his works are a [poryparteia 

32 Acipis MS. 

33 Isaac, who was born (probably in Thrace) about 1310, wrote a large number of mathematical and 
astronomical works, including a Computus addressed to Andronicus Oenaeotes in 1372/3 (imperfectly 
edited by D. Petavius, Uranologion (Paris, 1630], 359-83, an edition reprinted by Migne, Patrologia 
Graeca, 19, cols. 1279-1316); a treatise on the astrolabe written in 1367/8 (published by A. Delatte, 
Anecdota Atheniensia et alia, 2 [Paris, 1939], 236-53); a work on geodesy dedicated to one Colybas, 
who was in Mitylene; scholia on Ptolemy’s Geography and on John Philoponus’ work on the astrolabe; 
a treatise on square numbers; another on reducing triangles to right triangles, written in 1367/8; and 
the works mentioned in the text. He is not the author of the TlapdSoors eis Tous Mepoikous Kavevas; see 
G. Mercati, Notizie di Procovo e Demetrio Cidone, Manuele Caleca e Teodoro Meliteniota, ed altri appunt 


per la storia della teologia e della letteratura bizantina del secolo XIV, Studi e Testi, 56 (Vatican City, 
1931), 175. Nothing is known of him after 1373. The only other references to Argyri in the fourteenth 
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véoov Kavovieov, in which he recomputes for the Roman calendar and the longitude 
of Byzantium the tables of mean motions of the Sun, Moon, and planets given 
in Ptolemy’s 2Wvtakis potnuatixy according to the Egyptian calendar and the 
longitude of Alexandria; and a Mpayuateia véwv kavoviov ouvodikév Te Kal TravoeAn- 
viok®v, in which he performs the same transformation for Ptolemy’s tables of 
the syzygies of the luminaries. The epoch of both these works is 1 September 
1367.34 

In Laurentianus 28,14, on folios 18-30" is an anonymous astronomical trea- 
tise entitled Ai& ouvtdpwv etpeois KaT& Tov CnTOULEvov ‘Pwyaikov piva Tou éviotapévou 
€Tous TOU Te TOTTOU Kal TOU xpdvou TdHv cuvddwv Kai T&v travoeAveov. The methods 
and the tables of the bulk of this treatise are taken directly from the two 
works of Argyrus mentioned above; but the author refers in chapter fifteen 
to the date 10 June 1374, which began the year 776 of the Hijra, and in chapters 
seventeen and nineteen discusses the astronomical details of the lunar eclipse of 
22 August 1374, for which the horoscope mentioned above was cast. Moreover, 
the epoch for the planetary tables in this work is 1 March 1376. The author 
is very cautious in referring to his source; in Laurentianus 28,14, where his 
name should appear, the scribe has left a blank space; and in the only other 
copy of the anonymous work, Vaticanus gr. 208,5 one finds a grudging reference 
to Tis ToUvopua ‘loadK TO ofA Hovayds. His reluctance forthrightly to name Isaac 
Argyrus may be due not only to professional jealousy, but also to political ani- 
mosity; for in 1372/3 Isaac had dedicated his Mé608o1 AoyiKai fA1oKdv Kal oeAnvio- 
K@v KUKAoV to Andronicus Oenaeotes,®* whose adherence to the cause of John V 
and Manuel II is indicated by his having acted as John’s ambassador to Venice 
in 1362,3” by his correspondence with Manuel’s friend, Demetrius Cydones, 
between 1369 and 1371,°8 and by his continuing friendship with Cydones till 
at least 1374/5.°9 

If political allegiance prevented the author of the anonymous astronomical 
treatise from clearly acknowledging his model, Isaac Argyrus, it may also ex- 
plain the peculiar nature of his work. As Isaac represents the orthodox Ptol- 
emaic tradition in astronomy that goes back to Manuel Bryennius, Theodore 
Metochites, and Nicephorus Gregoras, the so-far nameless astronomer crit- 


century that I have found is an Argyrus, archon of the churches of the clergy of Aenus, who was sued, 
together with his son, by John Manclabites on 28 May 1325 (Miklosich and Miiller, 1, no. LXIII a, 
132), and Nicetas Argyrus and Manuel Argyrus who both signed the declaration of December 1357 
(1bid., no. CLXVII, 368-75). 

** The manuscripts of these two works available to the anonymous astronomer were Vaticanus 
gr. 208, fols. 5-11; Marcianus gr. 324, fols. 43v-45v; and probably Marcianus gr. 323, fols. 287vff. 

8° Described in CCAG, 5,1;63-64; the anonymous work is on folios 13ff. At the bottom of folio 15v 
is the note: ur Tis fiv émiquécOw 81a TK TOU "ApyUpou Kavovia év xpeia Strou Sei TOUT yevouevois, KANG 
Kakeivov Kal Tous Kat’ auTov evyéobw tiv Epecbar Tatreiveobévta év Tois dvaryKatotépols Kal dv a&veu ovss 
EXpiiv Huddy civat. TO Tra&V yap év TeaI f dAaLovela &rrdAAUOIV, Gs Kal TeV TédV KAAdY fh TaTeElvwols KTAC= 
Orjoeta1 Kai T] Trepl Tov TrANciov EmoTpOON. 

86 See supra, note 33. 

* R. Predelli, Diplomatarium Veneto-Levantinum II, Monumenti stovici pubblicati dalla R. Deputa- 
ztone Veneta di Storia Patria, I, 9 (Venice, 1899), 82-85. 

8 Démétrius Cydonés. Correspondance, ed. R.-J. Loenertz, 2 vols., Studie testi, 186 and 208 (Vatican 
City, 1956-60), 1, epist. 36, 68-70. 

3° Déméivius Cydonés, 2, epist. 141, 10-11. 
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icizes this tradition on the basis of the Islamic astronomical works introduced 
into Byzantium by Gregory Chioniades and popularized by George Chryso- 
cocces;# in fact his manuscripts contain as a representative of this Islamic 
tradition the TlapéSoors eis tous Tlepoixots kavovas, apparently composed in 1352/3 
as a first draft of the third book of Theodore Meliteniotes’ ’Aotpovoyixt tpiBiBAos.44 

The criticism consists of the complaint that, in the course of the many cen- 
turies that have elapsed since Ptolemy wrote his Almagest, his tables of mean 
motions have become inaccurate. The evidence adduced for this statement is 
the existence of different parameters in the Islamic zzjes. Our author proposes 
an elaborate program of observations of the planets and luminaries with an 
armillary sphere to correct the Ptolemaic parameters; his intention is admirable, 
but his abilities never allowed him to carry out the program. Instead he was 
content to compute eclipses by both the New Tables, which are based on 
Ptolemaic parameters, and the Persian Tables, that is, those in Meliteniotes’ 
work. The inference, then, is that the results are to be compared with the ob- 
served phenomena, and the appropriate conclusions drawn ; there is no evidence 
that this program either was ever carried out. 

However, folios 33-33" of Laurentianus 28,14 contain a long list of such dual 
computations for thirteen lunar and solar eclipses dated between 17 July 1376 
and 1 January 1386; this last eclipse will be met with again in our investigation. 
Below this, on folio 33", is a bare list of the dates of six eclipses occurring 
between 16 June 1387 and 29 April 1390, and on folio 9 a continuation of this 
list with twenty more eclipses between 5 April 1391 and 19 October 1408; the 
eclipse of 5 April 1391 will also crop up again in our investigation. At the bottom 
of folio 9 are given the positions of the planets on 31 December 1391. The 
whole ensemble bespeaks an intense interest in eclipse theory on the part of the 
members of this school of astronomers and astrologers, beginning with its 


40 For the details of these two traditions, see D. Pingree, ‘‘Gregory Chioniades and Palaeologan 
Astronomy,’’ Dumbarton Oaks Papers, 18 (1964), 133-60. 

41 Laurentianus 28,13, fols. 2~89 and Laurentianus 28,16, fols. 3-23 and 27-106v. It is interesting to 
note that the unique manuscript of the whole of Meliteniotes’ work, Vaticanus gr. 1059 (in which it 
occupies folios 228-447), copied by John Chortasmenus in the second decade of the fifteenth century, 
contains on folios 78-89 the two Tpayporetar véeov Kavovicov of Isaac Argyrus copied directly from Vati- 
canus gr. 208. 

42 rH Aa’ AexeuBpiou tijs 12” ivSixtidsvos, Ky’ 5é Dapovaptiv, eupéOnoav Travtes of dotépes oUTOS. Kpdvos 
otnpiler 8’ polpg, Zes Tofdtn x’, “Apns Tof§dty xe’, “HAtos Alyoxépwomi in’, “Appoditn "ly8uo1 y’, “Eputis 
Tofdétn Ka’, LeAryvn SE “IyGvor 1s’. travtes mootrodilovtes trAtpeis [7], Kpdovos 5& Eyyls Tot UTroTroSic pou. 
Zeus, “Apns, ‘Eputis &01 &vatoAiKoi. 

December 31 was 23 Farwardin in 1388-91, and the Byzantine year 6900, which began 1 Septem- 
ber 1391, was the fifteenth indiction. The planetary positions confirm the date 31 December 1391, 
though the scribe has written down the wrong zodiacal sign for Jupiter: 


Computation for 9 A.M. 


Text 31 December 1391 
Saturn — 4° retr. Libra 5° 
Jupiter Sagittarius 20 Capricorn (!) 19 
Mars Sagittarius 25 Sagittarius 25 
Sun Capricorn 18 Capricorn 19 
Venus Pisces 3 Pisces 0 
Mercury Sagittarius 21 Sagittarius 26 


Moon Pisces 16 Pisces 16 
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founder, the astrologer of Andronicus IV, and continuing into the first decade 
of the fifteenth century. 

We have mentioned before our theory that the astronomer and astrologer of 
Andronicus [IV was John Abramius, the scribe of Laurentiani 28,13 and 28,16. 
It is the latter manuscript that will provide further clues allowing us to strength- 
en our hypothesis. A poem on folio 2” of Laurentianus 28,16 informs us that 
John Abramius finished copying it in 1382; the marginalia, also in his hand, 
include comments which indicate that he continued to use the manuscript for 
professional purposes until at least 1390. 

On folio 151, to the text’s statement that the Sun’s lordship of a tetartemo- 
rion indicates the love and friendship of kings, Abramius remarks: éAnfés eiSo- 
uev yeydvar év TH Bulavtibi TH Seon eter emi Tis Baoirelas "lodvvou Tou TMoaAaoAdyou 
Kai TAv aUTOU vidsv MavounA Kal "AvSpovixou.2 This clearly refers to a reconciliation 
between John V and his second son Manuel II on the one hand and John’s 
eldest son Andronicus IV on the other in the year 6888—that is, between 
1 September 1379 and 31 August 1380. Such a reconciliation at this time is 
difficult indeed to imagine. Our scanty sources are usually interpreted as in- 
dicating a civil war between the two parties beginning in June 1379; a truce 
between the Turks, who supported John V, and the Genoese, who sup- 
ported Andronicus, was arrived at in April 1381, and a peace treaty between 
John V on the one side and Andronicus IV and his son John VII on the other 
was signed in May 1381. The terms of this treaty deprived Manuel II of his 
right to the succession first affirmed on 25 September 1373, and led to his 
establishment of a ‘““New Empire’’ at Thessalonica which lasted from 1382 till 
1387. The scholium may mean that an accord between John V and his two 
sons had been arrived at unofficially in 1380, but that Andronicus’ allies, the 
Genoese, had insisted on the exclusion of Manuel from the succession to the 
throne. Manuel’s trip to the Ottoman court immediately after the treaty of 
May 1381 may, then, have represented an attempt to persuade the Turks to 
support his claims against those of Andronicus. 

On folio 123 is found another interesting scholium of Abramius:43 tous ,gc¢8 
unui “lavvovapic a’ Kata thy B’ tpiwpov éyéveto EkAeipis “HAiou Kat& Tov Aiyoxépwta, Kail 
Odos Epavn cucupds. kal Svtos you év "AAeEavEpeia rapa To BaciAges dtreotaApévou dviis 
iatpiKdyv eiSdv Evexev, otttreo TOU UNVOos TEAEov EEEARdVTOS, AUTIKa éravéoTn KATa TOU TovA- 
tavou “Aunpds attou wéyas Kal drréSpa, treodv KaTd& Ta treSiov (Sic) yeT& Kai Tov Ur’ 
QUTOV, TPOOKAAOUHEVoS auTOV eis TréAgUOV’ 6 Sé OU YETPiws opuUBAOn.! On examining 
this interesting account we first recall that the solar eclipse of 1 January 1386 
was the last of the eclipses for which dual computations were made on folio 33% 
of Laurentianus 28,1444 Secondly, we remark that John Abramius’ qualifica- 
tions as a physician (which make him even more comparable to Gregory 
Chioniades and George Chrysococces) are also attested by his having copied 

*° Previously published by G. Mercati, Scritti d’ Isidovo il cardinale Ruteno, Studi e testi, 46 (Rome, 
1926), 98 note 1. 

*“ This eclipse is no. 6178 in von Oppolzer’s canon of solar eclipses (as in note 29, supra, 248-49) ; 


its maximum was at 12:14 p.m. in Alexandria, which is indeed in the second three-hour period of 
daylight. The longitude of the Sun was Capricorn 20°. 
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the medical manuscript Nanianus gr. 247 (now Marcianus App. Cl. V, 13) on 
18 September 1376.” The revolt of the Amir against the Burji Mamltk Sultan, 
Barqiiq (1382-89 and 1390-98), is also of historical interest. But most fascinat- 
ing is to speculate on the identity of the Baoieus who despatched John 
Abramius to Alexandria in the fall of 1385 to purchase medicines. 

It is difficult to discover the state of health of John V or that of members 
of his court in this period, though he was certainly an old man. His son Manuel 
was apparently in good health, and, in any case, was busy defending the walls 
of Thessalonica against the Turkish forces. Andronicus IV had died after a 
short illness on 28 June 1385 in Selymbria, but his son, later John VII, con- 
tinued to hold court there under the aegis of the Ottoman ruler. In view of the 
next scholium which we shall examine, I believe that it was John VII or a 
member of his court who was so ill in late 1385 that it was felt necessary to send 
Abramius to Egypt. 

This scholium is found on folio 153: eiSov év TH atTH PiBAiw tou “Atrouaoap kai 
ToUTO' édv eUpois év TH TOU étTous évaAAay7] TOV KUPlOV TOU YETOUPAVTYATOS 7] TOV KUPIOV 
Tou MpookéTrou Urravyov 7) d&vatrodilovta, 7) TUXN Ev TH YETOUpAVTYATI Tis EvadAay tis 
KaKOTTOIOs &vaTrodilav, onpaiver SiaSoy1\v. 516 Kai TapaTnpntéov’ TrapeTnpTon Kai aAnEs. 
TO yap soc éTeL KATA Thy gapivty ionuepiav éuecoupdver “lyOves is’, 6 KUpIos TOUTOU ZEUS 
éy TH s’ TOTTI UTtoTTOdilwv év © Kal SieBExOn _KUPIOS "lodvuns Baoireus 6 TMadaioAdyos.! 
The quotation probably comes from the Muotijpia of Abii Ma‘shar preserved 
uniquely in Angelicus gr. 29,47 a manuscript copied by Abramius’ pupil Eleu- 
therius Elius, whom we shall discuss below; unfortunately I have not yet located 
it in that vast, unpublished text. The astronomical conditions noted in the 
scholium were satisfied on the day of the vernal equinox of 6898, that is on 
12 March 1390; for Jupiter was beginning to retrograde in Sagittarius 4°, and, 
if Pisces 16° was the midheaven, Jupiter in Sagittarius 4° was in the sixth place. 
But most important is the mention of the succession of the BaotAevs John VII, 
which obviously refers to his brief usurpation of power in Byzantium from 
14 April to 17 September 1390. This passage proves that Abramuius, if he is 
the astrologer who cast the horoscopes mentioned above, remained loyal to 
the house of Andronicus IV from 1371 or 1373 till at least 1390. 

The last bit of evidence supporting the thesis that the anonymous astrologer 
and astronomer was indeed John Abramius is found on folio 275 of Lauren- 
tianus 28,16. This contains a catalogue of thirty fixed stars that were used in 
genethlialogy, copied by Abramius directly from folio 130” of Vaticanus gr. 208, 
the manuscript from which the anonymous astronomer derived his knowledge 
of Isaac Argyrus’ two Tpayvarteio véeov xavovieov and in which his own treatise 
is transcribed (the catalogue is also found on folio 275 of Laurentianus 28,14). 


45 G. L. Mingarelli, Graeci Codices Manu Scripti apud Nanios Patricios Venetos Asservati (Bologna, 
1784), 438. It is noteworthy that this manuscript, like that which Demetrius Chlorus is alleged to have 
written, contains excerpts from the Coeranides; see C. O. Zuretti in Catalogue des manuscrits alchimiques 
gvecs, 2 (Brussels, 1927), 263-78. 

46 Previously published by Mercati, Scvitti, 97 note 2. 

47 See infra, note 54. 

48 See Appendix II. 
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The main difference is that the longitudes of the stars in Vaticanus gr. 208 are 
computed for 1329, while John has recomputed them for 1389. His procedure 
is described in a lengthy marginal note: 


‘lotéov Sti of ToIoUTOI dmtAavels KoTEp|es cos Uv TH TIToAEUaico SoKel KIvoUVTOI KaTE& p 
ETN Uoipav &, Tyyouv AeTITa AC” Seutepa Kat’ ETos, ExaoTos: ws Se Tos Tepoais Soxei HKpiPw- 
KOO1 TO Trepl Tis AUTAV KivTjoEwWs, MNO Kiveiofal TOUTOUS THY AUTTY LOIpav & Eis KYPOVOUS 
&>,49 cos Kiveiofou Kat’ ETos ExaoTov avTév AeTTT& SevTepa vB" Kal tpita Ay’” eyyiota. 
gaol 5 Kal ToUTO, OT1 OUK ETreAOyioaTo Trepi Tis AUTHV KivnoEews dKpIBds 6 TIToAEuaios: 
Kal Sic ToUTO trrébeTo Kiveioba ToUTOUS Tiv & Yoipav Ta p ETN. 

Ai& ToUTO Toivuy Kai €€eTEOn Trap’ TUdv 1) KATH UT}KOS AUTO ETroyT) KATA THY ApytV TOU 
sacl ETous ws oi Tlépoa gaciv érreidnirep Ev TroAAois eUpouev BiBAiols T&S TOUTOV KIVT)- 
Geis OUTS ExTEfeIEVaS, GAAG Kai TH Treipa OUUMavoy eUpouEV. Ev yap TH AUTE ETeL THs 1B’ 
ivSixtiésvos unvi Maptie B’, Tov ‘HAiou érréxovtos Tav “lyOvav Yoipa K, SioTTevoavTes Eva 
TOV ToiovTwv arAaveyv, Tov Nétiov Ztépavov, érréyovta ToU Zkoptriou 5 un’, eUpouev dva- 
popav TOUTOU Ky. KlvioavTes ov TO év TH dpdxvn LoIlpoyvaLduIOV To’ To1loUTOU coTépOS 
Kol @évtes eis Tous dir’ &vaTtoAns KY TTapaAAnNAous év TH S1a& Bulavtiov KAiyati eUpouev 
adpas vuKtepivas ionuepivas y ficou, doar 51) Kal dd Tou dpodoysiou KovOnoay (sic). ov 
Uovov Se TOUTOV GAA Kai GAAous Siotrtevoavtes Guoiws eUpouev, © SHAOv as ovTos EXEL TO 
&KpiBes’ el yap, as UTTEKEITO O TOIOUTOS, KATA THV KL TOU Zuyou Kai TO AUTO ETOS KivnOein 
TO TOUTOU HoIpoyveudvioy eis KY TAPAAATAOUS, OUKETI ZcOVTAI Cpa y fuIoU, dAAg B®, 
Strep oUK GAnNOés, cos évtevOev oUUBaiverv extritrtery AUds TOU GANBoUs dpas uéon IF Kai 1’. 
Kal Toivuv Kal Ov KaT& TO AUTO ETos KaTeoKEVacbev GoTPOAGBoV OUT Tas Tdv év avTa 
KATOYEY PALEVOOV GoTEpcV exTePelpevas ETTOKaS Exel.* 

John Abramius’ procedure in this correction of the Ptolemaic parameter of 
precession is fully consistent with that of the anonymous astronomer: Ptolemy’s 
parameter is first questioned on the basis of an Islamic value, and then an 
attempt is made to confirm the Islamic value by observation. In the case of 
solar and lunar motion the observation led to nothing; in that of precession 
it was successful. Technically, John’s procedure is adequate to detect the large 
accumulated discrepancy between the Ptolemaic and the Islamic longitudes of 
the fixed stars, but not precise enough to establish definitively the Islamic 
parameter for precession. It is especially vitiated by his many errors. It was 
not the Southern Crown which he observed but the Northern Crown (a Coronae 
Borealis), the fifth star in his catalogue where its longitude is given as Scorpio 
3;48° rather than 6;48° as he claims to have used in his observation. According 
to Ptolemy the longitude of this star was Libra 14;40° in a.p. 137; the 1,250 
years that had elapsed till 1389 mean that its longitude in that year according 
to Ptolemy’s rate of precession would be Libra 27;10° (Abramius rounds this 
off to Libra 27°), according to the Islamic rate of precession Scorpio 3;36°—far 
from Abramius’ 6 ;48°. I suspect that the confusion arises from Abramius’ having 
used the pointer of the Southern Claw (a Librae) on the rete of his astrolabe, and 
his having mistaken this for the Southern Crown which he ridiculously identi- 
fied with the Northern Crown. For Ptolemy’s longitude of the Southern Claw 


49 See Dumbarton Oaks Papers, 18 (1964), 138. 
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in A.D. 137 was Libra 18°; at the Islamic rate of precession its longitude in 1389 
would be Scorpio 6;56°, very close to Abramius’ Scorpio 6;48°. 

After this examination of Abramius’ prowess as an astronomical observer, 
we must turn to his abilities as an editor of astrological texts. For the manu- 
scripts copied by him and the other members of his school are of extreme 
importance because of their preservation of rare astrological as well as astronom- 
ical treatises. In Vaticanus gr. 208, folios 133-225’, are found the following 
works: Ptolemy’s ’AtroteAcopatixé,>9 the pseudo-Ptolemaic Kaprrés,°! and Ptole- 
my’s Tlepi trroSicewv tév TAavepéveov.>? The first two works in the same order and 
in the same recensions are found on folios 297—357¥ of Laurentianus 28,16; all 
three works appear in the same order and in the same recensions on folios 156— 
199v of Marcianus gr. 324,5° a manuscript apparently belonging to the school of 
John Abramius, and on folios 279v-334v of Angelicus gr. 29,°4 of which the 
copying of the first 152 folios was completed in Mitylene on 24 July 1388 by 
Eleutherius Elius, who was evidently John Abramius’ associate, and probably 
his pupil. The texts of the ’AmoteAcopatixé and of the Kaprés in these manu- 
scripts represent peculiar recensions in which both the grammar and the logic 
of the order of the presentation of technical material has been subjected to 
alteration, and in which some interpolations appear. The editor of these recen- 
sions appears to be John Abramius himself. 

Most of the manuscripts of Abramius’ school also contain a vast compilation 
entitled °Ex té&v ‘Hpaioticvos tov OnBaiou c&roteAcopaTiKdy Kal étépwv Trodaidv. It is 
found in Marcianus gr. 324, fols. 49-147’; in Laurentianus 28,13, fols. 99-240; 
in Laurentianus 28,14, fols. 34-177"; and in Laurentianus 28,16, fols. 108-255. 
This work is a compilation, apparently made by Abramius, of excerpts primar- 
ily derived from the ’AtoteAcoyartix& of Hephaestio of Thebes, from the several 
works of Theophilus of Edessa, and from the iatromathematical collection 
preserved, inter alios, in the eleventh-century manuscript, Laurentianus 28, 
34.55 A comparison of the excerpts from Hephaestio with the original text of 
that author demonstrates that Abramius has felt free to make extensive chang- 
es, omitting long passages, adding many others, and altering both the ex- 
pression and sometimes the contents of a large number of passages. Only the 
fact that the manuscript tradition of the original text of Hephaestio’s work 
is so poor makes Abramius’ extracts useful. 

It is much more dangerous to depend on him when his manuscripts alone 
preserve a text. The enormous Eicaywy? kai GeyéAiov els thy dotpodoyiay in four 
books, ascribed to Ahmad the Persian, is one such work. The principal copy of 


50 Eds. F. Boll and E. Boer (Leipzig, 1940); Abramius’ recension is family y. 

51 Ed. E. Boer (Leipzig, 1952); Abramius’ recension is family y. 

52 Ed. I. Heiberg, Claudii Ptolemaei... opera astronomica minora (Leipzig, 1907), 70-106; Abra- 
mius’ manuscripts are part of family A. 

53 Described in CCAG, 2;4~16. 

54 Described in CCAG, 5,1;4-57. Two rhetorical manuscripts transcribed by Eleutherius are bound 
together in Vaticanus gr. 899. Folios 1-60v were copied on Rhodes and completed 8 August 1393; 
folios 98-118 were copied on Euripus (Euboea) and completed 15 February 1382. See A. Turyn, Codices 
Graeci Vaticani Saeculis XIII et XIV (Vatican City, 1964), 171-72. 

55 Described in CCAG, 1;60-72. The excerpts from Hephaestio are edited as Epitoma IV in vol. 2 
of our forthcoming edition of Hephaestio. 
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it that we have is Marcianus er. 324, fols. 202-280, though fortunately a large 
portion of it is also found in the sixteenth-century Ambrosianus C 37 sup., 
fols. 18-136", and much of the original Arabic survives. On folios 152’-279 of 
Angelicus gr. 29, which, as we have seen, was written by Abramius’ pupil 
Fleutherius Elius, is found another compilation put together from three sources: 
the ’Ex té&v ‘Hoaiotiwvos tou OnBaiou dtroteAcopaTiKdv Kal étépwv troAaidv from 
Marcianus gr. 324, fols. 49-147"; the Eioaywynh of Ahmad from folios 202—280 
of the same manuscript; and a collectaneum of the eleventh century which is at 
least partially found in Laurentianus 28,14, fols. 170-315. In connection with 
this last source it is noteworthy that it was apparently Laurentianus 28,14, fols. 
34-212 that Eleutherius copied in Taurinensis C VII 10, fols. 7—-73¥, a task which 
he finished in Mitylene on 28 March 1389. From these facts we can conclude 
that Abramius and his pupil Eleutherius were in Mitylene in 1388/9; one sus- 
pects that they were there during much of the time that Constantinople was 
controlled by the enemies of Andronicus IV and John VII. 

Fleutherius’ manuscript Angelicus gr. 29, in its first 152 folios, contains 
three important texts. On folios 1-9 is the ’EmotoAn éSo0€eioa trap& tot do1dipou 
Kai cyiou BaciAéws Tov Troppupoyevut}tou KupoU MavounA tov Koyvnvot,°* in which the 
Emperor defends the practice of astrology. This was a treatise that should have 
interested John Abramius as an astrological advisor to Andronicus IV; and 
indeed we find it on folios 312-315v of Marcianus gr. 324 as well as on folios 
19-21v of John Chortasmenus’ Vaticanus gr. 1059, which we know to have 
close connections with Abramius’ Vaticanus gr. 208. 

Folios 10-91 of Angelicus gr. 29 contain the unique exemplar (save for some 
apographs®’) of the ’AtroteAcopatixi) BiBAos TéSv puotnpiov of Aba Mafshar, a work 
to which Abramius frequently refers in his marginal scholia in Laurentianus 
28,16. The Muottpia consists of three books: the first is collected from various of 
Abt Ma¢shar’s works, the second is a Greek version of the Mudhdkardat of his 
pupil Shadhan, and the third is a shortened recension of his Madkhal al-kabir. 
Fortunately the Arabic originals of these works survive and provide a check on 
Eleutherius’ text. 

We are not so fortunate with regard to the next work, on folios 91-152 of 
Angelicus gr. 29. This is inscribed: ’AtroteAcoyatixt BiBAos tov TléAyou, and con- 
tains a number of fragments of Hellenistic astrological texts mixed in with 

58 Edited by F. Cumont in CCAG, 5,1;106-25. 

*” Folios 1-152 of Angelicus gr. 29 were copied twice in the fifteenth century; the manuscripts are 
Laurentianus 28, 36 (102 fols.) and Ambrosianus B 38 sup. (146 fols.). Moreover, Leningrad Bibl. Acad. 
Sci. XX. Aa-II, fols. 194-201v (a manuscript once at Iviron on Mt. Athos) was copied from it in 1448, 
and Bononiensis Bibl. Univ. 3632, fols. 272-73 and 280-81 and Oxoniensis Barocci 94, fols. 68~75v 
were also transcribed from it in the fifteenth century. From this last manuscript were copied Vindo- 
bonensis hist. gr. 122, fols. 33-43v in the sixteenth century and Leiden Voss. gr. F 9, fols. 1-8v in the 
sixteenth or seventeenth century. In the early sixteenth century Angelicus gr. 29 belonged to George, 
Count of Corinth, in Venice, where it was three times copied by Nicolaus Murmuris, a scribe from 


Nauplia, in the Morea, in the employ of Don Diego Hurtado de Mendoza from 1541 to 1543 (see C. 
Graux, Essai suy les ovigines du fonds grec de l’Escurial [Paris, 1880], 190 and 266-67). The three 
manuscripts are: 

1. Laurentianus 28, 33 (314 fols.). The copying was finished on Friday 16 February 1543. 

2. Vaticanus gr. 1057 (170 fols.). The copying was finished on Tuesday 20 February 1543. 

3. Scorialensis . I. 5, fols. 210-382. The copying was finished on Friday 23 March 1543. 
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material derived from Arabic. The name Palchus also raises a question about 
the alleged authorship, as it occurs in only one other place: in a catalogue of 
books included in the Mudhdkardai of Shadhan, and therefore in the second book 
of Abii Ma*shar’s Muottpia. In the original Arabic he is called simply tarjuman 
al-Balkhi—the translator from Balkh. Palchus, then, is not a nomen personae, 
but a nomen ethnicum indicating the city from which the unnamed author is 
alleged to have come. 

But the compendium ascribed to Palchus, as noted before, is a mixture of 
Hellenistic and early Byzantine texts with Greek translations from the Arabic; 
it could not be due to anyone from Balkh, but only to a man, such as Eleutheri- 
us, who had access to both genuine early Greek texts and Byzantine trans- 
lations of Arabic texts. That Eleutherius did indeed compile the work and 
deliberately attribute it to the non-existent Palchus is demonstrated by the 
fact that some of the chapters which appear in this compilation ascribed to 
Palchus are taken directly from the eleventh-century compendium which he 
had also used in compiling the material on folios 152%-279 of Angelicus gr. 29. 
The pseudo-Palchus has been regarded as one of our most important sources 
for the history of Greek astrology under the Roman Empire; it is now apparent 
that its information must be treated with extreme scepticism until Eleutherius’ 
sources and methods of editing can be fully studied. 

Now we must turn to the final member of Abramius’ school, a man known 
only as Dionysius, who evidently studied under Eleutherius. On folio 26 of 
Laurentianus 28,16 is found a ZUvtopos péoSos trepi tov eUpioxerv Tov “HAlov év troiw 
Codiw Kal év troia poipa Kai AeTrTG Uirapyer uedoSos “EAeuOepiou tou eéuou SiSaoKaAou 
Aiovuciov. There follow on folios 26-26, written by the same hand, chapters on 
finding the longitudes of the Moon, the five planets and the ascending node; all 
presuppose the use of the so-called “Persian Tables’ of George Chrysococces. 

The same hand is observed again writing various parts of Berolinensis gr. 
173.58 Dionysius has copied many chapters of Chrysococces’ ’E€fynois on folios 
75-80¥, 122-122’, and 127-129. On folio 121 he has copied the horoscope cast 
at the beginning, evidently, of a journey on 12 April 1396.°° On folio 123 1s a 


58 Described in CCAG, 7;48—-63. 
59 Above the diagram is written: étous sad ivdixtidivos 8’ "ArrpiAAiou 18’ épeotnots trepi ta€erdSiov. The 
planetary positions confirm the date: 


Computation for 


Text 12 April 1396 
Saturn Scorpio 19 ;32° Scorpio 20° 
Jupiter Gemini 3;47 Gemini 3 
Mars Aries 16;32 Aries 17 
Sun Taurus 0;51 Taurus 1 
Venus Taurus 16;38 Taurus 17 
Mercury Taurus 11;5 Taurus 7 
Moon Gemini 19 Gemini 19 
Lunar node Capricorn 11;31 Capricorn 11 
Ascendent Gemini 5 ca. 8 AM. 
Lot of Fortune Cancer 24 
Lot of Travel Pisces 9 


Second Lot of Travel Aries 16 
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text which begins: éynpogopién (sic!) trap& tot SiSacKdAou pou Kupou ’EAcubepiou 7 
TrapeASouca eAenpis “HAiou # yeyovev év eter (Sw)>q®, KaT& Sé TMépoas wE, éxcov (sic!) 
& Téppas xn’ Kata Tépoas, kat& 5& “EAAnvas 6 ’AtpiAAlos e’.1 The date of this solar 
eclipse is in fact 5 April 1391, an eclipse which we have seen previously at the 
head of the list on folio 9 of Laurentianus 28,14. But the details of the two 
notices do not strictly coincide, a circumstance most probably due to the fact 
that one is computed with Ptolemaic parameters, the other with Islamic. On 
folio 123¥ of Berolinensis gr. 173 Dionysius has computed the latitudes of the 
planets on 28 April 1396. 

But Dionysius’ most interesting statement in this manuscript is found on 
folio 138 as an addendum to what Loenertz has called the Chronicon breve 
Thessalonicense :® év éta gai wnvi “louAle Kn’ fugp ¢’ éviknoev & ToupupAds Tov 7Apu- 
p&v KaTa Kpatos, Kal efAev Tas aUTOU TrdAEIS Kal ywpPas Kal AenAdTnoev atTds, STE Kai yoo 
6 Alovlolos eupeOny thvikaUTa év KovotavtivouTréAe Kal elSov Béaua Eévov, Strws array 
yévos Kai evos Kal yAdoou épbacev puyas év KwvotavtivouTréAe, ToTE yap Kal yéyovev 
GELOUOS EKeioe WEYOS, Kal KEpAUVdS ETTecEv év TH leo UOT] THs TlepiBAETTOU, Kai ExauUCoEV 
éxeioe eixovas Kal Trodéas Kal GAAG Tivd, Kal & Tdv Yovaydyv trepikepadaias fyouv Kayn- 
Aavya.™ It is of interest to note that Dionysius was in Constantinople, where 
he learned of Timir’s defeat of Bayazid I on 28 July 1402 near Ankara, pre- 
cisely at the time when John VII was acting as regent in that city during 
Manuel II’s travels in the West. 

We have seen that the founder of this school of astrologers, John Abramius, 
was astrological advisor to Andronicus IV in his rebellion against his father 
John V and his brother Manuel II; and that he also attempted, unsuccessfully, 
to revise Ptolemaic astronomical parameters on the basis of his own observations 
inspired by his knowledge of the Islamic material translated into Greek by 
Gregory Chioniades between 1298 and 1302. Further, we have seen that he and 
his pupil, Eleutherius Elius, transcribed, revised, conflated, and composed 
astrological treatises, including several whose intact preservation we owe en- 
tirely to these two. Finally, we have noted that Eleutherius’ pupil, Dionysius, 
carried the work of the school into the fifteenth century; it was continued by 
John Chortasmenus and, in the middle of the century, by the great Cardinal, 
Isidore of Kiev. Much still remains to be done, however, in the exploration of 
the numerous manuscripts left to us by these industrious scholar-scribes. 


Below the horoscope is written: 


Ai6t1 6 Zebs &yaBotroids dotip Ev dpooKdtr dKkaKetos, SijAov Sv1 év tra&oiv gotIv &piotos Kad els Thy Coon 
TOU EpwTdvtos. Kal 51671 6 KAfipos Tis TUxNs ev TOTTI KAAG Kal 6 KUpIOS atrrow # LeAnn cKdKewTos, Kardov 
SnAok. Kal Si671 6 *AvaPiPacoov év TH 1’ Tdtrep, SidT1 SE A TeAryyn ev TH copookdrrea kal 6 “Apns év TOT Tis 
euTtuxias, EAaTTOL Ta KaAg TatTa. 

% Edited by Loenertz in Démétrius Cydonés, 1, 174-75; Dionysius’ note is also edited in CCAG, 7; 
58 note 2. 
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The heading of the horoscope on folios 290-91 of Laur. 28,14 is simply: vuKtepivt) yéveots, 
but to the side is written: wnpogopia yeyovvia émi tou S1& Bulavtiou TrapaaAtAou TH soot 
étei év nul ‘lavvovapics 1C’ mpg weTa UsonuBpiav ia’.2 The positions of the planets in the horo- 
scopic diagram confirm this date. 

Below the horoscopic diagram (in which the longitudes are given only to the nearest minute 
and the latitudes are omitted) the positions of the planets are repeated: “HAiou étroy7 “YSpoxdou 
yoipar € Ae’ 0” vy" Ks'’"" DeAtns étroyt) “YSpoydou poipan € Kn’ wB’’ vs’"’ 15°’, TA&TOs & AO’ 
votias KaTaBdoews: ‘AvaBiBaCovtos eTrOX?) Taupou poipai KC Korrapipalovtos* Troy) 
ZKoptriou poipai®? KC 6’: Kpovou é eTrOXN Tavpou poipai y AC’ KO", TrAc&kTos voTiov B KB’ yn’”: 
Ass eTroX? Tlap@évou poipar Ka C’ v"', TAc&Tos Boperov a ud’ x5" “Apews ETrOX7} Zuyou Yoipal 
Ky An’ vs"', TA&Tos Bopeiov ao UP’ yar’ "Agpoditns eTroX "ly8uveov poipa te ul’ yy, TTAQTOS 
Bopeiov a AS’ KB’ “Epyou érroyt) Aiyorépwtos uoipan 1 va’, TA&Tos Bépeiov B Ke’ Kn" 0 


The positions of the planets are: 
Computation for 


Text 17 January 1352 

Saturn Taurus 3;37,29° 23;22,48°S. Taurus 3° 2;219 S., 
Jupiter Virgo 21;7,50 1;44,24 N. Virgo 20 1;27 N. 
Mars Libra 23 ;38,56 1;42,51 N. Libra 24 2;14 N. 
Sun Aquarius 5;35,0,53,26 Aquarius 5 

Venus Pisces 15;47,33 1;34,22 N. Pisces 14 3316 N. 
Mercury Capricorn 10;51 2;25,28 N. Capricorn 10 =1;8N. 
Moon Aquarius 5;28,42,56,16 4;39 S. Aquarius 5 3°43 S. 
Lunar node Taurus 27;9 Taurus 27 

Ascendent Libra 18 ca. 11 P.M, 


Lot of Fortune Libra 17;54 


On folios 290V-291 the following interpretation is given: 

‘O Kpovos KEKPITOL évtauda cetns étreidt) ev apetiKe Té oti TdT, TH SuTIKG KEvTPOO, 
Kai €T1 TIPOS TOV TOTTOV TTS ZeAT\yns Aoyov éxel olkodeoTrotias (6 te yap ‘Y8poxdos olkds 
EOTL TOU Kpovou Kail Tplyavoy, Kai af 1 Yoipar Tis eTTOYX 7S auTis dpi& elo1 Tou Kpovou), 
Ouoiws SE Kal TpOs THY yeyovviav TravoéAnvoy TTIs yéyovev év TH AfyoxéowTi (olkos yap 
Kpovou kai 6 Alyoxepws). dvaipetns 5é éotiv évtauba To SuTiKov Kévtpov érreidt) 6 d&pétns év 
TO SuTIKG TeTAPTHUOPICn EUpiokeTal. Kal étre151) TH in’ ToU Kpiou év # got TS SUTIKOV KéVTPOV 
TrapaKeivtar étri tou 81% Bulavtiou trapaaArjAou xpdvo1 KaTtapopiKol piry vy’, of Trapa- 
Keipevor SnAovoti TH Siayetpoven trv in’ Tou Kpiou, tH Sé Siayetpovon doles tais y A’ 
tou Taupou, Tf érox7] SnAovoTi tou Kpdvou, xpdvoi oxy A’, éxv &qaipedGoiv dird TdSv oxy 
A’ xpoveov oi pTry vy’, Aortroi ypdvor AB AL’. trravtTHTwp évTavba cwpaTiKds ty "Appoditn: 
META yap V TLEpAS Eyyiota ouvodevoet Td Kpove. Kai étrel UITO yij\v éoTl, AopuBavetat KATH 
Sicpetpov év TO) urrép viv, fyouv KATH Thy 1s’ Tis TlapSévou, 4 Kai THOAPOKEIVTOL apiaior 
XPovoi 1€ vy’. Kai érrel 1) 1s’ THis Maptévou 5 copaus KaupiKatis Stiotatat TOU @POOKOTTOU, ai 
eio1 5 18 Tis AEpas, cepaurpouvTan & Tddv eipnuéveov 1€ vy’ Wpiatwv ypdveov 1B 6 ATO y’, 
TOUTEOTI Xpovot € in’: Aortroi Xpovol 1 Ae’. ovTtor8 TrpooTivevtan tois d&vetépw ypdvois Ad 
AU’ Kai yivovtai xpdvoi v iB’. érrei Se Kai 6 “Eputis paptupel TH Kodve tpryovilev attév 
(got: S€ Kai oUTOs EvTaUba dyaboTroids: ouvoiKeloUTaI yap Ti "Appoditn), Kal Sic tToUTO 
AapBavetar Kai oUTos év TH UTtép yiiv év KapKivou yoipais 1 va’, 4 TapdKervtTor dpiaior 
XpOvot iT vn’. Kal TouToVv TO TuIoU 8 KO’: s yap dpais KaupiKais &giotatal TOU dpooKdétrou 
t) 10° tov Kapkivou éyyiota. teootitevta Kai oUTo1 51) of 8 KO’ ypdvo1 Tois elpnuévois v 18’ 

St "AvaBiBalovtos MS. 

62 yoipav MS. 

83 o¥ MS. 
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Kal yivovtou 64y0U xpdvo1 v6 ya’. Kal KaTtoAoyilovtai Biooiwa étn vO Kal pfives 1 Kal Hye 
al ¢.84 

: <K>at& Tov “Hopaoticva,® uaArov Se Tous dpyxaiotatous Taév Aiyutrtiov: étrel 6 dpo0- 

KOTTOS TiS TrapoUoNs yevéoews év TH B’ Sexaves eUpntai tou Zuyou, Aaptrpos Kal TrAOUCIOS 

Kai &pyovTikos SnAouTaL 6 év TH yeveoe: TAUTH, Kal ExSnUos Tis TratpiS0s er’ EAtrion yen- 

oTais’ KAINOKTH pes SE auTOU sioiv 1 év TH 0" Ever T Ev TH iP’ 7 Ev TH 185’ 7 Ev TH Ay’ 7 ev 
To vO". 

OixoSeotréTNs TOU wpooKoTrou 1 "Appoditn: ZeAnvns 5é oikodeotrdétys 6 Kodovos: kai gotiv 
év TG WpooKoTIW 6 “Apns, oikodeotroTtei 5 avToU t “Appoditn: Kai gotiv 6 “Apns év TH 
Zuy@, t| 5& "Appoditn év *ly8vo1 tou 5& d@pookotiKou Cwdiou tou Zuyou T& Yéoa KpdoEas 
éot1 ToU Kpdvou Kai tou “Apsos.®§ Kai & tTouTwv td&vtov Seikvutar evKkpatws éyeiv Tov 
YEVVHPEVOY KATA TIv TOU GOwUATOS E€lv Kai Thy HAiKiav oUPETPOV Kai eUpUOLOV elvor Sik 
TO MPooKoTTIKOV C~diov Tov Zuyov. 

‘O KAf\ipos Tis TUxns ev ZuyG, év @ éoti Kal 6 “Apns GAA’ 6 uév Zuyds olkds got Tis 
"Appoditns, 1) 5€ apookotrikt) woipa dpia Alds. 81a TouTo Kal TroAAoUs E€e1 piAous. étrel SE 
Kai 6 “Epytis oxnuatile: wev TOV KATipov Tis TUXTS TeTPAyOVIKds, Thy Sé “Appoditny Eayo- 
vikdss, SNAoi €€ eutropias trepieceobal aUTG Thy KTNTIKTY TUyNV. Kal 6 Kpdvos SiayeTpdv Tov 
KAT|pov Tis TUXNS KANPOvopias ~oTAI AUTO TrepITTOINTIKOs. Kal érrel 6 pev ~Apns HpookorTrel, 
1) Se "Appoditn kupiever avToU, Kai dypoTepor SvTes vuKTepivol Kai Tis KATA Thy yéveotv 
aiptoews, cKadaipetov Thyouv trapayevoucavs? SnAovol TH yevveopéven Eceobor Thy KTio1Vv.%8 

“O “Epuiis év iSio1s Spiois dv onUaiver Tapa BaclAéws piAias d&rroAavoeiv Kal Sawpedcs Tivas 
é€ autou Anweobar. 6 “Epyiis EGav pao éyylota Troiowpevos Seikvuol TeaKTIKOV év éuTropiaus 
Eoeoan. 7 ZeANvN Urrauyos ovoa onuaiver Gyayov éoeo8ar TravTeAdds Trpds vdoulwov yuvaiKka.P 

The second horoscope, on folios 292-93, has as heading: Seuctiov yevefAlaAoyiKOv yeyovds 
érri tivi €vdo€e> avSpi carro Tév Bevetixwov ev Ete: SwVvY DeBpouapiou 5’ dpa KB’ dird weonu- 
Bpias. tepivn yéveois.4 This date should be ca. 10 a.m. of 5 February 1345; but the position 
of the Moon rather suits 10 February, and that given for Jupiter is 157°, that for Mars 50° from 
their true positions. The mistake in the calculation of the Lot of Fortune indicates that the 
astrologer who cast this horoscope was inadequate as a computer. 


Computation for 


Text 5 February 1345 
Saturn Aquarius 283569 1;25° S. Aquarius 14° 0;579 S. 
Jupiter Virgo 232 1;44 S. Aquarius 9 0;36 S. 
Mars Sagittarius 5;39 0;14 S. Capricorn 25 = 0;56 S. 
Sun Aquarius 25;14 Aquarius 24 
Venus Pisces 19;16 1;3 S. Pisces 8 1;25 S. 
Mercury Aquarius 1;47 0;20 S. Aquarius 0 0;51 S. 
Moon Taurus 28 ;29 3°35. S. Pisces 20 2;6 S. 
Lunar node Libra 11535 Libra 11 
Ascendent Taurus 23 ca. noon 


Lot of Fortune Leo 21;43 
The position of the Moon at 6 p.m. of 9 February was Taurus 19° and 3° S. 


The prediction is found on folios 292¥—293: 

‘H *Agpoditn Kupievouoa Tou dpookotrikoU CwSiou To Tavpou onuaiver Tov yevvaopevov 
Aeuxov él TO elxpouv Kal ueAavdopPaAyov Kai Trpds TO émiyapITHTEpov SiaxKeipevov Kal 
EVOXNMOVETEPOV Kal EXULOTEpOV Kal TpUgEpwTEpOV, Kal TOUS SpPaAYOUS evTTpETTeis Te Kal 


64 Cf. Ptolemy, ’AtroteAcopatixé 3,11. 

6° The reference is to Hephaestio, *AtroteAcopatixé 1,1,131. 
86 Cf. Ptolemy, ’AtroteAcopatixe 1,9,8. 

8? ttapapévouv MS. 

88 Cf. Ptolemy, ’AtroteAcopatiKé 4,2. 
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UTroyapotroious.®® 1 ZeAtvn él Tou @pooKoTtikoU Capdiou TUXOVGa OULNETPOV TH HArKig 
Kai TH Kpdoe Uypdotepov éEtreid1) avErpeotet. 

"Evtauda 6 “HAtios Kéxpitar d&étns Sic Te TO THY yéeveoiv twepivyy elvar Kal TOV “HAtov év 
&oetiK tow Tuxeiv TH yecoupavyvaTi. Kai erred) peTAgU Tis wesoupavovons uoipas, 
‘tis éotiv t) a ToU ‘YSpoyxdou, Kai Tis WpooKkoTrovons éoTtiv 6 apeTns, yivetar tT) Aqeois cis 
Te Erdueva KaT& dxtivoBoAlav. Kai travTg& yév 6 Kpdvos copatikdds 16 “HAia ev tois 
éropévois dv él Tou atrrou CepSiou 16 “HAia, GAA’ ot yivetar &voupéTns ei Kai KaKOTTOIOS 
éotiv érreidt) év oikep Te iS{e éoti Kai Tpryave Kal dpiois. 510 (nTHoavtes KvoipéeTHY GAAOV 
ovy eUpouev ef yt) THv ToU Tavpou xe 18’, TeTpcrywvov SicoTao1v pds TOV “HAtov Kai KEKa- 
Kopevny étreidt) év dpiois Kaxotroiou got: Tou Kpdovou Kai Um’ ovdevos THv c&yadotroidy 
Gewpertoi. Kol érrel TH ev TOU ‘HAiou yolpg TrapaKeivTai éri TOU Kavoviou Tis Spbijs opai- 
pas ypdévoi ionpepivoi vl Ay’, TH 5é dvoupeTixi] yoipg Tou Taupou xpovor OUup U0’, &paipou- 
ugveov &€ avTa&v THv Vl Ay’,?9 Aomtrol ypdvor tre 1s’, Oftives Kal Gs ETN Picoipa KaTOAoYI- 
Covrai Tre Kai ufives y Kail TEAL Ss. 

‘H dpookoTrikt poipa év TH y’ Sexave ottoa tou Tavpou SnAoi evoynpova Kai peyaro- 
wuyov Kal Evexar Snuooiav SouAeidv év crroSqpicus yuwotov EcecGar KAINaKTipes SE AUTOU 
eloiv év étet a’ Kal 8’ Kal 1a’ Kal Ky’ Kal Ks’ Kai up’ Kai v’ Kal €n’ Kal o¢’.7 

‘O Zeus év TH 8’ ToT TH Urroyeleo evipebeis Kevtpw eis BadU yfipas EAcUoEecBai TOV yev- 
vndévta onyatver Kal td Tdv oiKxelov &£Eiwbryceo8a1 Tagiis Kal Ur’ avTa&v KAnpovopnén- 
ceoba. ef 5¢ Kal 6 Kodvos Siapyetpei TOV To1louToV TdéTrov, GAA’ OU KaKOTrOIEI—TIPHTOV uev OTL 
yaipe év ToUT@ TH TéTr~ 6 Kpdvos, B’ SE Str kai év S{ep oiKep Ov 6 Kpovos Kal Tpryavep Kail 
dpiois &yaSotroieiv SUvaTar Kal ov KakoTrolEiv, Kal poAloTO 6T1 Kal Ka’ aipeciv got Tis 
yevéoews TEpivos yap. 

T& trepiéyovta Tov ‘Epytiy Kal tiv LeArvnv Casic eiowy 6 te Tavipos Kai 6 “YSpoxdos: 
Kupio1 S AUTH ZeArvns yev 1) “Agppositn, ‘Epuou && 6 Kpdvos: Kai eiol Kai Guge ta Capdia 
oteped, GAAK 51) Kal 6 ‘YSpoydos év @ 6 Kpdvos. Kai SnAovor Ta oTeped Ceodia Sixaiov Ece- 
ofa KaT& Wuxty, e&KoAdKeuToV, éTtipovov, PéBalov, ouvEeToy, UTTOMOVNTIKOV, MIAOTTOVOY, 
éyKparij, ét1 Te ToiKiAov Kal eWueT&BoAov Kal evTropioToV Sick Tous *Ixbvas Sicwpov ovTas 
LaSiov év & ty *Appoditn.” tf “AppoSitn éotrepia SUvouca evput| SNAoi Kai Ppovinov, OUK 
&yav S pynvoveuTiKdy, Siepeuvntixov 6 Tdv drroKpuqoov Kal CnTHTIKOV TOv SucbewprTooy, 
TouTéoTl payiKov Kal puoThpiov Uytntikdv Kal peTeopodoyikov Kal doTpoAoyiKOV Kai 
oiwvooKoTrikov Kal piAdcogov Kal dvelpoKpITIKOV.”3 

‘O KAfipos Tis TUxns Ev Agovti 6574 Eotiv ofkos Kal tofyavov ‘HAiou: 6 Zeus Sé Eotiv Ev 
auTe Kai toUTou dpia tf yotpa Tou KATpou This TUXNS Kal o Zevs TOV wev “HAiov Siayertpet, 
tiv 8& LeAtyny tetpaycoviler Zot: SE Kal mpds Tov “HAlov ouvaipétns. Kai 51a TAVTA TAOU- 
o1os Kal TrOAUKTH OY ota 6 &vOpctros. Kal KANpovoyia avTa TrepiéoTar Sia TOV Kpdovov 
oxnuatilopevov Siapyetpixdss T65 Ari.” Kai Evdo§os Kai Trepipavis Kal &ErwopaTiKds Sq Tov 
“Haiov Sopugopowpevov td Tou ‘Epyot sav dvaToAtv troioupévou’® Kal év TH AUTH 
Kévtpw@ Svtos?? 16 UTED yryv.78 

Kai érrei 1éAiv & “HAtos év 76 Weooupavtpari éott, Kal 6 “Epyfis av pdorv troieitat Tpds 
avtov év évi Kal TH avTH CopSicn, Kal 6 Kpdvos eri ToU pecoupavtypatos Ov ouverrtetat TH 
SeAtyyn PoIpIKds KATa OYA TeTPkywvoV, TEAKTIKHTATOV EcecHar OTNHAKvE TOV TOIOUTOV. 


6 Ptolemy, ’AtroteAcopatiké 3,12,4 and 6. The readings indicate a knowledge both of MS V and of 
class y. 

70 +i St a’ add. MS, sed del. 

71 From Hephaestio, ’AtroteAcopatixdé, 1,1,134 and 136, which, however, refer to the third decan of 
Libra rather than that of Taurus. 

72 From Ptolemy, ’AtroteAcopatiké 3,14,3. 

73 From Ptolemy, *AtroteAcopatixé 3, 14,5. 

74 of MS. 

75 From Ptolemy, ’AtroteAccpatixa 4,2. 

78 sro1oupevov MS. 

7” S6vta MS. 

78 Cf, Ptolemy, ’AtroteAcopaTike 4,3. 
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érrel 5 6 “Eputis govt vrata Kupios Tis Trockkews Kal EHav Pdorv Troteitai tTrpos TOV “HAtlov 
Kai otiv els TH y déoTépwv THv TrapaAapPBavopeveoy eis TIv KUpEiav Tis Trpdkews, “Apecs, 
"Appoditns, “Epyou (ottos yivetar Kupios évtauba Tis Trec&Eews, 6 5& Kpovos oupTrapoAay- 
Bavetou), onuaiver youv goco8a1 Tov &vOpwtrov ypayYaTea T} ypaywaTiotiy Tt AoyloTHy 7 
EuTropov 7] Tpatrelithy 7) udvtiv 7) GoTpOAdyoy, Kal UaAIoTA guTropov S1& TOV Kpovov.79F 


APPENDIX II 


This catalogue of thirty fixed stars employed for astrological purposes has been published 
in five versions by P. Kunitzsch in BZ, 57 (1964), 408-11. He associates it with George Chryso- 
cocces because in some versions the longitudes are given for 1346, the epoch of a star catalogue 
in Chrysococces’ *E€fynois published by Kunitzsch on pages 394-97. However, Kunitzsch’s 
type a and the version in Vat. gr. 208 indicate that the list is older,®° and this fact is confirmed 
by Kunitzsch’s type be where the longitudes are 7;10° higher than Ptolemy’s; the date of this 
type, then, is ca. A.D. 854. The list in Vat. gr. 208, which corresponds almost completely with 
Kunitzsch’s type a (dated 1324), has longitudes 11;55° higher than Ptolemy’s; its date, then, is 
ca. A.D. 1329, as is also confirmed by the marginal scholium in Vat. gr. 208. Both of these types 
use Ptolemy’s value of precession. 

The other two are corrected at the Islamic rate of precession—1° every sixty-six years. The 
list in Laur. 28,14, which corresponds to Kunitzsch’s type defg (including the displacement of 
Bopeia ynaAt Tou Zkoptriou and KepaiAt) Tou tTyyoupévou Alduyov to the end of the list and the 
omission of the two additional unnamed stars), increases the longitudes over Ptolemy’s by 18;309; 
this would lead to the date ca. a.p. 1358, whereas the heading in Laur. 28,14 indicates 1346. 
Finally, the catalogue in Laur. 28,16 increases the longitudes by 19;8°, which leads to a date of 
ca. A.D. 1399 rather than 1389; but the increase of 0;38° over the longitudes in Laur. 28,14 cor- 
rectly reflects the passage of forty-three years between 1346 and 1389. One suspects, then, that 
Abramius copied the list of stars from Vat. gr. 208, but corrected the longitudes as given in 
Laur. 28,14; as the last two stars in Vat. gr. 208 do not appear in Laur. 28,14, he simply repeated 
the longitudes he found in Vat. gr. 208. 

The text in the margin of Vat. gr. 208, fol. 130V is: oUTof ciot of A AauTpOl doTEpEs OF KATH 
TOS Tou ueycAou TItoAeuaiou trapayyeAlas AayBavdéuevoi év Ttois d&troteAgouaov. iotéov 58 
aos érel Erréder€ev 6 ads TIltoAeuaios év TH DuvTc&Eer Kivoupévous Kai Tous d&trAaveis dotéoas 
eis T& Eroueva KATES p ETN YOoipav a, Sic TOUTO pETaTroITOn Trap’ Tdv Kal TS TOU UTKOUS 
OEAidiov év T4 TrapdovTi Kavoviw yeyovuias wnpogopias KaT& TO SwAL EtToS did KTicEws 
KOoUOU TH SE Aoitr& eiot &ueTtatrointa.8 The phraseology reminds one of Isaac Argyrus; but 
the almost identical type @ of Kunitzsch is dated five years earlier. Isaac was very young indeed 
then. 

The heading of the catalogue in Laur. 28,14 is: kavdéviov &trAavaéyv d&otépav éxtebiv d&1rd 
“Adau év Ete scovd, Mepodv 5& yie.t This deviates only slightly from ‘‘Chrysococces’””’ head- 
ing. The heading in Laur. 28,16 is: kavoviov Té&v A AauTIpdv doTépwv Tv TrapaAayBavouE- 
vaov Ev Tois c&TroTeA€opao1v;" precisely the same heading is found in Vat. er. 208. 


* From Ptolemy, ’AtroteAcopatix 4,4. 

89 The list is, in fact, derived from the so-called Astrologus anni 379 (ch. 135 of pseudo-Palchus, 
edited in CCAG, 5,1; 194-206), from whom it was copied by Theophilus of Edessa (edited in CCAG, 5, 
1;212-17) and an anonymous author of ca. 884 (edited in CCAG, 5,1; 217-26). 


DAVID PINGREE 


210 


"07 “19 "7eA Url IoyIdn[ ‘uInzeS ¢ ‘VL‘8% “Iney UN LI 5 


‘VL'8% “Iney] UI “N OE'ES , ‘pL‘9zZ ‘Iney pue g0z “18 372A “Wo offody ¢ 
"07 “18 'yeA ur Joydn[ ‘uInzes g "yL‘8% “ANeT UTS 0€'6 g 
"4991109 SI'S OL‘ Th ‘80% 48 7A UI'S Lh ¢ ‘80% “18 “7A Ul UINyeS ‘sIeYY ; 
"N 02:0 ST'7Z 89 ST'7Z 89 
"N O€'E GZ'PL A St:rL A 
snue, ‘SIe}{ I ‘SOLS siz I oct sepe RO AMQDA, AML SodiroY O, 
snuaA ‘uIn}es Z "S 0€'0Z 861 OC'8L SCL G aliXno nodg), 
snua, “uIN}eS v4 "N OF €1 8I-€ dil Orc dul $97 U Uagriouz Soraosy Sado, 
snuaA ‘WInzeS I ‘NOS‘TI Bee dil cr du StL dl SoLacay 0dNO 
leyidn{’ ‘snua, 1 1S OE ES 8161 2 Or:81 2 GL 2 norloLo}| Nor Sor0X03 O, 
gleyidn{’ ‘snue, I oS OTP g7:Lz W os'9c W St:oc W NODHOLAIY] $Q133Q SNOL] 
Amol ‘SII Z ‘N T€ SII Or:0z shld NOL, $9133Q Sor), 
Amo ‘STEW Z N 92 sso A 07:9 A Sb6Z 4€ —— Srogarlodgay, ox Nout], Soa10y 
Amory ‘Srey l 5S sic I o¢'07 IL SseL IL Soacnjd(, 301339 Soria, 
sey ‘Amore I S O19OL ge:8L © 81 © STIL © AconIOT | | 
AINIIIY{ ‘STEW Z S O€‘LI cL I o¢izl I ss‘s¢ I Soacnjdn, SoaarinoAls Soria, 
eorjody ‘Ammozayy, ‘10}1dn [ 4 2 N 0€'6 87:71 &9 OS'TL SI'S @9 norngty noagrinoAl nor Lyodsay 
Amory ‘1ey1dnf 4 N 05'8 SLTL W Or'or W Sp W noyrdorz nor WyuX o13dog 
SepelaH “euoye sie 4 N S19 8b: ST 89 OL'ST 89 SE*8 8&9 = noringiy noazrlou3 nor Lyndsay 
winjyes ‘1oytdnf I N 0€:2 srl I o¢'er I sso I 31V 
umnyzesg ‘s1eydnf 4 N  €@ Sr:8L A OL'8t 2 SE'TL A ao1agdAdo | 
uinzes ‘reztdnf 4 S 8 gi9 2 ogg 2 So'87 NOLOZO | NOL Nag | 
uinzes ‘re}tdnf 4 N 02 812 I OVIe I Sprl I NOXoMH, 59133Q Sorc), 
uinyes ‘roydn[ Z S 0S: 42 87-91 I OSs'sT I sr6 I Soacnjd(n, Suagr) Slit Sons] 
uinzes ‘roytdn[ 1 S O€' LE gs:8 I 07:8 I i xc | Soacnjd(, Snot SoLoidy, 
srey ‘1ojtdn[ I S OL 6€ 8b:9 & O19 9 se‘6c I Acon>| 
yayidn[’ ‘sey 4 S + Spt OT & Se‘r~ W Sudo.ay, 
reyidn[” ‘srey] c N 01°62 85:77 2 0@:z 2 SpicT 2 SoL3y, 
royidnf ‘sep l N O€‘ TE SO, OES] SSg Sodno.ydy, 
srey ‘rozidn{ I N OL‘0 se'1z UB Iz & ST FL GB SOLAOZ 0}QdD0>} 
AIno13yq ‘snua,A Z N 0€! br ere Wl Ol'e W GCl9T = Sonnd3Lz So1sdog 
Amora ‘snua A, rf N 09 SLisz Or Le G1 s1adQ,, 
Amor1oyq ‘snus, I S  € 8:97 & ogse * SSigl & SoA3r SngX], 
Amore ‘snus, I N 729 87:9 2 osig 2 Sloe & wdny 
Armorey ‘snua, I S 0 o8b'Sl oOL'ST SE8 TF SnXOLg 
91'8Z v1'8Z 802 
Ine] Ine] "Id "JeA 


SIOUDIC IPnqrUsD apnquyw Ty apnyisuoy 4045 


ASTROLOGICAL SCHOOL OF JOHN ABRAMIUS  2ll 
APPENDIX III 


These translations are intended as an aid for those unfamiliar with the Greek used by 
astrologers and astronomers. Thorough explanations of the technical terms would require a 
treatise on astrology; that by A. Bouché-Leclercq (L’astrologie grecque [ Paris, 1899; rpr., Brussels, 
1963]) is highly recommended. 


a. On 12 August at three and one-half hours after sunrise in the year 6884 (occurred) the entry 
into Constantinople of the emperor, Andronicus Palaeologus, and his possession of the imperial 
power. 


b. The lot (of kingship) is in a bad place, the eighth; the lord of its triplicity, that is Venus, 
is in a good place, midheaven; this indicates that the emperor will be restored to himself out of 
some grief and misery (or cowardice) and will be more manly. And since both the lords of 
the triplicity of the lot, namely Venus and the Moon, are in a good place, midheaven, and also 
Venus is rising in the east, it indicates that there will be happiness and victory for the emperor, 
except that, since Jupiter is in the twelfth place, it indicates that the emperor will have some 
moderate grief and that there will be irregularity in the imperial affairs. Since the midheaven is 
in the terms of a benefic planet, Jupiter, it indicates good. 


c. Horoscope cast at the proclamation (as emperor) of Manuel, the son of the emperor John 
Palaeologus at noon on 25 September in the year 6882. 


d. These are judged to be the bad omens from among the indications concerning every under- 
taking: 

Jupiter, the lord of the ascendent sign, Sagittarius, is found in the eighth place. Jupiter, being 
lord of the ascendent, is opposite to Saturn, which is in a bad place, the second. Jupiter, the 
lord of the ascendent, and Saturn, the lord of the second (place), are contrary to each other; 
for they oppose each other. The lord of the house (occupied by) the lot of good fortune, namely 
Jupiter, is in the eighth place which is opposite to the second with both of the places being 
bad. Mars, being in the fourth place, indicates that the end will be bad. The lord of the clime 
in which the undertaking occurred, that is Saturn, is opposite to the lord of the ascendent, 
namely Jupiter. 

These are found to be the bad omens from among the indications concerning a royal proc- 
lamation: 

Mars, being a malefic, is opposite to the Sun and they are of opposite sect. The Moon is with 
Saturn, which is a malefic, and they are of opposite sect. The sign in midheaven, being tropical, 
indicates that the duration of the undertaking is unstable, weak, and easily changeable. The 
ascendent, being two-bodied, indicates that it will last for a time, but will not endure. The Moon 
is overtaking Saturn, and Saturn is not stationary; this indicates that the beginning is unstable. 
Mars, being a malefic, is opposed to the midheaven and aspects the ascendent in quartile; this 
indicates that the change will be swift. Mars is opposite to Venus, which is the lord of the 
midheaven and which has account and propriety with respect to the beginning of a proclama- 
tion. The descendent, being a slanting sign, is injured by a malefic, Mars, which is in quartile 
configuration with it; but its lord, Mercury, has a good position and indicates that the man is 
simple and pure. The Moon is with Saturn, which is a malefic, and indicates that the succes- 
sion will be quick. The Sun is in acardine and is injured, being opposed by a malefic, Mars; 
therefore it indicates briefness. The necessity for briefness is because the lords of the houses 
(occupied by) the luminaries, namely Venus and Saturn, are injured by malefics, Venus by Mars 
and Saturn by himself and also by Mars. The lord of the ascendent, namely Jupiter, is con- 
figured in opposition with the lord of the second place, namely Saturn; this indicates that 
the ruler willingly will make many expenditures. The eleventh place is injured by Saturn 
which is configured in trine with respect to it; this indicates harm for the members of his 
household. The injury of the second place indicates harm for his flock (of subjects). 
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e. Horoscope of a lunar eclipse which occurred on 22 August at the third hour of the night in 
the year 6882. 


f. Gemini is in the ascendent, the house and nocturnal triplicity of Mercury, the diurnal 
(triplicity) of Saturn, the common (triplicity) in both (night and day) of Jupiter, the term of 
Venus, the decan of Mars, the exaltation of the ascending node, and the dejection of the 
descending node. The longitude of the eclipse is Pisces 7°, the house of Jupiter, the term of 
Venus, the decan and nocturnal triplicity of Saturn, the diurnal (triplicity) of Mars, the 
common (triplicity) of the Moon, the exaltation of Venus, the dejection of Mercury. The 
cardine in midheaven is Aquarius 17°, the house of Saturn, the term of Jupiter, the decan of 
Mercury, the nocturnal triplicity of Mercury, the diurnal (triplicity) of Saturn, and the common 
(triplicity) of Jupiter. 


g. Whenever an eclipse of the Sun or of the Moon occurs in Pisces, there will be much rain, a 
harmful famine and dangerous weaknesses and injury of notable and great men. Mars, aspect- 
ing the sign of the eclipse in trine or in opposition as here, indicates war and the shedding 
of blood and much harm to the crops and the death of a great leader of the Romans. Since 
the eclipse occurred at the tenth place of the horoscope, it indicates injury and fear in the hearts 
of those ruling in the countries belonging to the sign of the eclipse (these are Phazania, Nasa- 
monitis, Garamantene, Lydia, Cilicia, Pamphylia); also it indicates the victory of their enemies 
over them, and especially if the malefic, Mars, aspects there from opposition with Mercury. 
Since after leaving the eclipse the Moon will first conjoin with Mars in a configuration of 
opposition, it indicates that there will be slaughters and the deaths of great persons and arro- 
gance of thieves and highwaymen. 

If the color of this eclipse will be white, as Mastrangelus says, it indicates famine and death 
for domesticated animals and for traders; but if it is red, as the Persians say since the eclipse 
occurs at the ascending node, it indicates distress and a weakness of those ruling in the coun- 
tries that were mentioned (before). Since the lord of the tenth place, Jupiter, conjoins with 
the lord of the eighth place, Saturn, in a configuration of opposition, it indicates that a man 
dies for the power of the emperor, an enemy of his, an old and vulgar man. Since Saturn is lord 
of the degree of the eclipse, it indicates many long-lasting weaknesses. Since Mercury is a more 
powerful lord of the eclipse, the misfortune which he indicates will be accomplished when he 
reaches the sign of the eclipse, namely in March; but some partial misfortune from these will 
appear at the beginning of September because then the Moon will reach the ascendent of the 
eclipse, namely Gemini. The fruit of the grain will be early because the eclipse was in Pisces. 
Because Pisces, in which the eclipse occurred, is a watery sign and the river Eridanus rises 
with the ascendent and Cetus is in Pisces, there is harm to all those who pass their time in the 
water. Since the ascending node with the Moon causes the eclipse in Pisces, they will cause 
a scarcity of water in the countries belonging to it (Pisces) so that men in Asia will move to 
other lands because of the scarcity of necessities; for there will be a scarcity of fish in the sea 
and in the rivers. 


h. We saw that this was true in Byzantium in the year 6888 in the case of the rule of John 
Palaeologus and his sons Manuel and Andronicus. 


i. On 1 January in the year 6894 at the second three-hour period there was an eclipse of the 
Sun in Capricorn, and the whole of it appeared darkened. As I was in Alexandria, having been 
sent by the emperor to buy medicines, when the Moon had not yet completely left (the Sun), 
suddenly a great man, his Amir, rose up against the Sultan and ran out, falling along the plain 
with those under him, challenging him (the Sultan) to battle; and he was not a little confused. 


j. I saw in the same book of Abii Ma°shar this also: ‘‘If you find at the year-revolution (i.e., 
at the vernal equinox) the lord of the midheaven or the lord of the ascendent under the rays 
(of the Sun) or retrograde, or if a malefic (planet) is retrograde in the midheaven of the (year-) 
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revolution, it indicates a succession (to the throne).”’ Therefore this is to be investigated, and 
it was found to be true. For in the year 6898 at the vernal equinox Pisces 16° was in the mid- 
heaven and its lord, Jupiter, was retrograde in the sixth place. In this year the emperor John 
Palaeologus succeeded (to the throne). 


k. It must be known that such fixed stars, as it seems to Ptolemy, move, each (of them), 
1° in one hundred years or 0;0,37° a year; but he says that, as it seems to the Persians who 
have investigated accurately what pertains to their motion, they move 1° in sixty-six years 
so that each of them moves approximately 0;0,54,33° a year. And they say this also, that 
Ptolemy did not calculate accurately concerning their motion, and because of this he assumed 
that they move 1° in one hundred years. 

Therefore their longitudes were set out by us for the beginning of the year 6897 as the 
Persians say (they should be) since we found their motions set out thus in many books, but 
also (because) we found it in agreement with experience. For in that year, which was the twelfth 
indication, on 2 March as the Sun was at Pisces 20°, observing with the diopter one of such fixed 
stars, the Southern Crown, to be at Scorpio 6;48°, we found its altitude to be 23°. There- 
fore, moving the pointer of that star on the rete (of the astrolabe) and placing it at the 
parallel for an altitude of 23° on (the plate for) the clime of Byzantium, we found three 
and one-half equinoctial hours of the night which were also heard from the clock. Not 
only this, but we found the same thing when we observed other (stars); wherefore it is clear 
that the accurate (fact of the matter) is thus. For if, as he (i.e., Ptolemy) assumed, (the star) 
were at Libra 27° in that year and its pointer were moved to the parallel of 23°, there would 
no longer be three and one-half hours, but two and two-thirds, which is not true as then we 
happen to fall from the truth by two-thirds of an hour and ten minutes. Therefore an astrolabe 
constructed for that year has the longitudes of the stars engraved on it set forth thus. 


1. The coming eclipse of the Sun, which occurred in the year 6899, according to the Persians 760, 
on 28 Tir according to the Persians, on 5 April according to the Greeks, was calculated by my 
teacher, Eleutherius. 


m. On Friday, 28 July 6910 Timir Lang defeated the Amir by force, and seized his cities and 
lands, and plundered them at a time when I, Dionysius, was in Constantinople; and I saw a 
strange sight, how every tribe and nation and tongue arrived as fugitives in Constantinople. 
Then there was a great earthquake there, and a thunderbolt fell on the sacred monastery of 
the Peribleptos and burned in it icons and curtains and some other things, as well as the 
cowls or KoUnAaUya from (the heads of) the monks. 


n. Calculation made for the parallel (of latitude) through Byzantium at 11 p.m. on 17 January 
in the year 6860. 


o. The longitude of the Sun is Aquarius 5;35,0,53,26°; the longitude of the Moon is Aquarius 
5 ;28,42,56,16°, its latitude 4;399 S. descending; the longitude of the ascending node is Taurus 
27;99; the longitude of the descending node is Scorpio 27;9°; the longitude of Saturn is Taurus 
3 337,29, its latitude 2 ;22,489 S.; the longitude of Jupiter is Virgo 21 ;7,50°, its latitude 1;44,24°N.; 
the longitude of Mars is Libra 23;38,56°, its latitude 1;42,51° N.; the longitude of Venus is Pisces 
15 347,33, its latitude 1;34,22°N., the longitude of Mercury is Capricorn 10;51°, its latitude 
2;25,289 N. 


p. Saturn was judged to be prorogator in this (horoscope) since it is in an aphetic place, the 
descendent cardine, and also has the relationship of lord of the house with respect to the place 
(occupied by) the Moon (for Aquarius is the house and triplicity of Saturn, and the 10° of its 
[the Moon’s] longitudinal position is [in] the term of Saturn), and equally with respect to the 
previous full-moon, which occurred in Capricorn (for Capricorn also is the house of Saturn). 
The terminator in this (horoscope) is the descendent cardine since the prorogator is found in 
the descendent quadrant. And since there are 183 ;53° of setting-time at the parallel (of latitude) 
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through Byzantium for Aries 18°, at which is the descendent cardine, namely the degrees of 
rising-time for the degree opposite to Aries 18°, and equally for the degree opposite to Taurus 
3;30°, namely the longitude of Saturn, the degrees of rising-time are 223;30, if 183;53° are sub- 
tracted from 223;30°, there remain 39;37°. In this (horoscope) the planet that physically en- 
counters (the prorogator) is Saturn; for after approximately fifty days it will conjoin with 
Saturn. Since it is below the horizon, it is taken at the opposite point above the horizon, namely 
at Virgo 16°, to which correspond 15;53° of rising-time for one seasonal hour. Since Virgo 16° 
is four seasonal hours from the ascendent (i.e., from Libra 18°),®! which are four-twelfths of 
the (length of) day(-light), there are subtracted from the 15;53° of hourly rising-time (previously) 
mentioned four-twelfths or one-third, that is 5;18° of (hourly) rising-time; there remain 10;35° of 
(hourly) rising-time. These are added to the 39;37° of rising-time (mentioned) above, and there 
result 50;12° of rising-time. Since Mercury aspects Saturn, being in trine with it (it also is a 
benefic in this [horoscope]; for it is in the same house as is Venus®), it also because of this is 
taken in the (hemisphere) above the horizon, in Cancer 10;51°, to which correspond 18;58° 
of rising-time for a seasonal hour. Half of this is 9;29°; for Cancer 11° is approximately six sea- 
sonal hours from the ascendent. These 9;29° of rising-time are added to the 50;12° mentioned 
(previously), and there result 59 ;41° of rising-time. They are calculated as being fifty-nine years 
and eight months and six days of life. 

According to Hephaestio, or rather the most ancient of the Egyptians, since the ascendent 
of the present nativity is found in the second decan of Libra, the native is shown to be illustri- 
ous, rich, and in a position of authority; he will travel from his native land for good expectations ; 
his climacteric years are the ninth, twelfth, fourteenth, thirty-second, or fifty-ninth. 

Venus is the lord of the house (occupied by) the ascendent; Saturn is the lord of the house 
(occupied by) the Moon; Mars is in the ascendent and Venus is the lord of the house (occupied 
by him); Mars is in Libra, Venus in Pisces; and the middle parts of Libra, the ascendent sign, 
are of the temperament of Saturn and Mars. From all these things it is indicated that the native 
is moderate in the appearance of his body and is commensurate with his age and graceful because 
of the ascendent sign, Libra. 

The lot of good fortune is in Libra, in which also is Mars; but Libra is the house of Venus 
and the ascendent degree is (in) the term of Jupiter. Because of this he will also have many 
friends. Since Mercury is in quartile aspect with the lot of good fortune, in sextile aspect with 
Venus, it indicates that the acquisitive fortune will result for him from trading. Saturn being 
opposite to the lot of good fortune will cause inheritances for him. Since Mars is in the ascendent 
and Venus is his lord, both being nocturnal of the sect of the nativity, they show that the 
native’s acquisitions will be unweakened, that is, permanent. 

Mercury being in his own term indicates that he will enjoy the friendship of the emperor and 
will receive some gifts from him. Mercury being about at its heliacal rising in the east shows that 
he will be effective in commercial transactions. The Moon being under the rays (of the Sun) 
indicates that he will be completely marriageless with respect to a lawful wife. 


q. Genethlialogical horoscope cast for a well-known man from among the Venetians at twenty- 
two hours from noon on 4 February in the year 6854. A diurnal nativity. 


r. Venus being lord of the ascendent sign, Taurus, indicates that the native is white going on 
to a good complexion, black-eyed, and disposed to the more pleasing, the more decorous, the 
more wholesome, and the more delicate, and his eyes are comely and rather blue. The Moon 
being in the ascendent sign (indicates that he is) commensurate with his age and rather watery 
in his temperament since she is waxing. 

In this (horoscope) the Sun is judged to be the prorogator because of its being a diurnal 
nativity and because the Sun happens to be in an aphetic place, the midheaven. Since the 


81 This whole computation is ridhed with errors; e.g., the difference is two seasonal hours, three 
equinoctial hours, not four seasonal hours. 
82 This is false. 
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prorogator is between the degree in midheaven, which is Aquarius 1°, and that in the ascendent, 
the prorogation is in the direct order of the signs according to aspect. Saturn encounters the 
Sun physically being in what follows in the same sign as the Sun, but he is not the terminator 
even if he is malefic since he is in his own house, triplicity, and term. Looking for another 
terminator, we find none except Taurus 25;14°, the quartile distance with respect to the Sun 
which is injured since it is in the term of a malefic, Saturn, and is not aspected by any of the 
benefics. Since there correspond to the degree (occupied by) the Sun in the table of right as- 
cension 57;33° of equatorial rising-time, and to the terminative degree of Taurus 142;49° of 
rising-time, when 57;33° are subtracted from these there remain 85;16° of rising-time which are 
calculated as being eighty-five years and three months and six days of life. 

The ascendent degree being in the third decan of Taurus shows that he is decorous and 
great-souled and will be known on account of his public services in foreign missions. His cli- 
macteric years are the first, ninth, eleventh, twenty-third, twenty-sixth, forty-second, fiftieth, 
sixty-eighth, and seventy-sixth. 

Jupiter, having been found in the fourth place, the subterranean cardine, indicates that 
the native will come to a great old age and will be deemed worthy of burial by the members 
of his household and will be succeeded in his inheritance by them. Even though Saturn is oppo- 
site to this place (i.e., the fourth), yet he does no evil—first because Saturn rejoices in this place 
(i.e., Aquarius), and secondly because Saturn, being in his own house, triplicity, and term, can 
do good and not evil, and especially because he is in the sect of the nativity; for he is diurnal. 

The signs containing Mercury and the Moon are Taurus and Aquarius; their lords are: Venus 
of the Moon and Saturn of Mercury. They are both fixed signs, but also Aquarius (is the sign) 
in which Saturn is. The fixed signs indicate that he will be just in spirit, not a flatterer, stead- 
fast, firm, intelligent, patient, fond of work, holding fast, and still artful, changeable, and devious 
because Pisces, in which Venus is, is a two-bodied sign. Venus setting in the west indicates that 
he is graceful and wise, but with not too good a memory, prying into secrets and zealous for the 
arcane, that is a magician, pursuing mysteries, skilled in weather-omens, an astrologer, a watcher 
of bird omens, a philosopher, and an interpretor of dreams. 

The lot of good fortune is in Leo, which is the house and triplicity of the Sun; Jupiter is in 
it and the degree (occupied by) the lot of good fortune is (in) his term; Jupiter is opposite to the 
Sun and aspects the Moon in quartile; and he is of the same sect as the Sun. Because of these 
things the man will be rich and have many acquisitions. His inheritance will survive because 
Saturn is configured in opposition to Jupiter. (He will be) famous and well known and honored 
because the Sun is guarded by Mercury which is rising heliacally in the east and is in the same 
cardine, that above the horizon. 

Since again the Sun is in the midheaven, and Mercury is rising in the east with respect to 
him (the Sun) in one and the same sign, and Saturn being in the midheaven conjoins with the 
Moon to the degree in a quartile configuration, it indicates that he will be most effective. Since 
Mercury in this (horoscope) is lord of activity and is rising in the east with respect to the Sun and 
is one of the three stars taken for the lordship of activity—Mars, Venus, and Mercury (he 
[Mercury] is lord of the activity in this [horoscope], but Saturn is taken with him), it indicates 
that the man will be a secretary or a schoolteacher or a calculator or a trader or a money changer 
or a prophet or an astrologer, and especially a trader because of Saturn. 


s. These are the thirty bright stars which are used in prognostications according to the rules 
of the great Ptolemy.® It is to be known that, since Ptolemy himself in the Syntaxis showed that 
the fixed stars move 1° in the direct order of the signs in one hundred years, therefore the column 
of longitude in the present table was changed by us since the calculation occurred in the year 6837 
from the creation of the world; the other (columns) are unchanged. 


t. Table of fixed stars set out in the years 6854 from Adam, and (in the year) 715 of the Persians. 
u. Table of the thirty bright stars used in prognostications. 


83 Ptolemy, *AtroteAcopatixeé 1,9, in fact mentions manv more stars than these thirty. 


